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Springtime Prayer
For flowers that bloom about our feet,
For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet,
For Song of bird, and hum of bee.
For all things fair we hear and see,
Father in heaven, we thank Thee!
For blue of stream and blue of sky,
For pleasant shade of branches high,
For fragrant air and cooling breeze,
For beauty of the blooming trees,
Father in heaven, we thank Thee!
Ralph Waldo Emerson – essayist, lecturer, philosopher and poet
Sunset at Balmattum 25th August 2020
St Joseph’s School is a Catholic Community in the Josephite tradition where we learn and grow
in the Spirit together.

St Joseph’s School acknowledges the Tuangurung people, the traditional
Custodians of the land on which our school is situated. We commit ourselves to
actively work alongside Aboriginal people for reconciliation and justice.

Welcome to the end of Week 7, Term 3
I am at my best when I am being Friendly, Respectful and a Positive Learner
Welcome to the end of our seventh week of Term 3.
Congratulations to all our families. Yesterday was the second day we had 100% attendance of our
students, either learning at school or learning remotely. Job well done. Lets see how we go for next
week.
Thank you to those who continue to send in photos of their children working from home. We have
included them in the newsletter and Bridgette posts them on our FaceBook page. Thank-you for the
work you are doing with your children at home; great effort by one and all. I would also like to again
thank the staff for all the work they are doing to support your child’s learning.

INSIGHT SRC SURVEY
As I outlined in last week's newsletter we have our Annual Survey next
week. It goes live on Monday the 31st for all participants to complete
online or parents can complete the survey using the paper copy that was
sent home last week. If you complete the paper one make sure it is
returned to school by the 7th of September so we can have them returned
to the collators.
This survey is important for our school as it gives us an indication on
how we are tracking in all the aspects that are covered in the questions.
Remember that each family that completes the survey will go into the
draw to win a iTunes gift card.

RECENT ADVICE FROM VICTORIAN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION & TRAINING
MANAGING ILLNESS IN SCHOOLS AND EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES DURING THE
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) PANDEMIC









One of the most important things we can do to slow the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) in our
community is to stay at home when we are unwell, even when we have the mildest of symptoms.
What you need to know:
1. If a child is unwell, even with the mildest of symptoms, they must stay at home. If a child becomes unwell
during the day, they must be collected from school as soon as possible.
2. If a child has any of the symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) outlined below, however mild, they
should get tested and they must remain at home until they receive their results:
fever
chills or sweats
cough
sore throat
shortness of breath
runny nose
loss of sense of smell or taste.





In certain circumstances headache, muscle soreness, stuffy nose, nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea may also
be considered symptoms.
For further advice:
call the 24-hour coronavirus (COVID-19) hotline 1800 675 398
call a general practitioner
use the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) online self-assessment tool.
3. A child must stay at home until they are symptom free, even if their coronavirus (COVID-19) test is
negative

If a person has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) they must isolate until they receive clearance
from the Department of Health and Human Services.
If a person is a close contact of someone who has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) the
Department of Health and Human Services will get in contact to tell them they are a close contact of a
person who is confirmed to have coronavirus (COVID-19). A close contact must quarantine at home.
4. Children do NOT need a medical certificate before returning to school.
Once symptoms have cleared, there is no requirement from the Department of Education and Training or
DHHS for children/students to have a medical certificate before they return to school.




We are Praying for:
Our School community, as we progress in this different way of
learning again.
For Fr Tony, Mons Hickey and our Parish community.

PHOTOs for Newsletter.
Send them to smckinnon@sjnagambie.catholic.edu.au
Pupil Free Days
November 2nd Day before Cup day. Report/TA
writing.
November 23rd Planning Day.
St. Joseph’s Calendar
August
27th Leo Principal Briefing. (online)
31st to the 11th of Sept Insight SRC survey week.
September
2nd Board Meeting
6th Fathers Day
7th Make sure your paper copy of the survey is back.
11th Last day of
online survey.
13th End of Stage
3 Restrictions.
(Hopefully)
18th Last day of
term
October
5th Start of 4th
term

Catholic Identity Report – by Liz Tang, REL.
Coming up on September the 5th, we acknowledge a memorial day
for Mother Teresa of Calcutta.
Mother Teresa was a humanitarian. This means she did things to
help out other people. Her entire life was fully devoted to helping
the poor, the sick, the needy and the helpless.
Where did Mother Teresa grow up?
Mother Teresa was born in Uskub, Ottoman Empire on August 26, 1910. This city is now called Skopje
and is the capital of the Republic of Macedonia. Her birth name was Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu. Her father
died when she was eight and she was raised by her mother.
Agnes grew up in the Roman Catholic Church and decided to devote her life to God at an early age. When
she turned 18, Agnes joined the Sisters of Loreto to become a missionary to India. Before she could go to
India, she had to learn English. She spent a year in Ireland learning to speak English at the Loreto Abby.
A year later, Agnes began her missionary work in Darjeeling, India. She learned the local language,
Bengali, and taught at the local school. In 1931, she took her vows as a nun and chose the name Teresa. She
taught for many years in India, becoming the headmistress at a school in eastern Calcutta.
What did Mother Teresa do?
When she was 36 years old, Mother Teresa felt the call from God to help
the poor of India. She received some basic medical training and then set
out to help the sick and needy. This wasn't an easy task in 1948 India. She
had very little support and, while trying to feed and help the poorest of the
poor, she herself was constantly hungry and even had to beg for food.
Missionaries of Charity
In 1950, Mother Teresa formed a group
within the Catholic Church called the
Missionaries of Charity. She described the
purpose of the Missionaries of Charity as
an organization that would take care of
"the hungry, the naked, the homeless, the
crippled, the blind, the lepers, all those
people who feel unwanted, unloved,
uncared for throughout society, people
that have become a burden to the society and are shunned by everyone".
When she first started the Missionaries of Charity there were only 13
members. Today, the group has over 4,000 members who care for
people all over the world.
It wasn't an easy task to build such an organization and to keep the
focus on the poorest people. She worked almost up until her death on
September 5, 1997.











Fun facts: Mother Teresa has been beatified by the Catholic Church. This is a step on the way to
becoming a Saint. She is now called Blessed Teresa of Calcutta.
She never saw her mother or sister again after leaving home to become a missionary.
Albania's international airport is named after her, the Aeroporti Nene Tereza.
She was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979. Rather than have the traditional Nobel honour banquet,
she asked that the money for the banquet be donated to
the poor of India.
She once travelled through a war zone to rescue 37
children from the front lines.
She received numerous awards for all her charity work
including the Presidential Medal of Freedom
from President Ronald Reagan.
It takes around 9 years of service to become a full
member of the Missionaries of Charity.
Saint Mother Teresa, your
generosity to the poor and
destitute inspired millions. Your
life of dedication to prayer, to the Church, and to the dignity of all life inspires
us still. May we emulate your life of total service and total love by loving God
first.
What a remarkable person! May we be inspired by her life to live our own
lives fully!

O
L
I
V
E
R

Tatum completing some maths work

Jackson is busy baking and finding out Archaeology is messy work.

Oliver making a sentence
Morgan spider bonnet

Oliver’s dream bedroom created

James cooking up dinner

Oliver and Darcy working hard in the garden

Addisyn baking

Harley’s dream lego bedroom

Liams pinwheel

lH

