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Our prayer this week reminds us we are just over half way through the season of Lent in our
preparation for Easter.

As we come to the end of the first term I would like to extend a huge thank you to all
those involved in the school. To the staff for all their hard work and dedication, to the
parents, for all their support and partnership, to the students, for their enthusiasm and
in particular to our priests, Fr Tony, Fr Jones and Mons. Hickey for their ongoing
involvement in our school. We are fortunate to have such wonderful support for our
school.
Holy Week and Easter Celebrations.
As Holy Week and Easter fall at the end of our holidays we are going to have our Holy Week and Easter
ceremonies for the students on Thursday the 24th of April. We will remember what happened on Palm
Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday. This will also be an opportunity for us to dig up
our Alleluia and use the word in our Mass again. We will begin our ceremonies at 2.30.

BikeBus
Our bike bus is still rolling along. Don't forget to get on board every Wednesday. Our next one will be the
first Wednesday back which will be our Ride To School Day for April. Starting next term we will make
every Wednesday our Ride2 School day when we count how many rode, walked or scooted and put the data
up on the Ride2 School web site. If weather conditions are not favourable, parents are to assume immediate
cancellation of the BikeBus on that particular day.

Working Bee
Thank you to all the families who helped in some way with our Working Bee. There were many things done
before the day as well as on the day. The school is looking very spick and span at the moment.

1 to 1 Laptops for 4/5/6
We had our sign up gathering on Tuesday evening for all our 4/5/6 families. The students are very excited
about their new devices and are looking forward to gaining their licence to be able to take them home.

5/6 Camp
We had a great camp in Melbourne with all the students rising to the occasion and showing how wonderful
they can be. It was a busy week with the students visiting many places and experiencing many new places. A
big thank you to Prue and Jenni for all the hard work they put into the camp preparation and the hours spent
supervising the students whilst on camp. I think by the end of the week all the students where an expert at train
stations and tram stops.

Remembering ANZAC Day.

On Thursday the 24th we will take the whole school down to the Mechanics Hall for our annual School
ANZAC day remembrance ceremony with the Nagambie Primary School and the Kindergarten. We will be
leaving school at 9.30 for the 10am ceremony. Friday the 25th (the first Friday back) is the public holiday for
ANZAC day. It would be great to see as many students representing our school on ANZAC day itself. The
ceremony starts at 11am. Some of our year sixes will read at each ceremony. We ask that they attend in their
school uniform and in particular if we could have some year six leaders attend and lay the wreath on behalf of
the school, that would be great.

Laptops for Sale
With the upgrade of our laptops, we have 11 White MacBook laptops for sale and 1 MacBook Pro. They
were purchased in 2009/2010. They are all in working condition, with all the white ones being set up in the
same way as the children use them here at school. The Pro has been reset to factory settings. They have all
been upgraded to the latest operating system and have a protective case. However, there are no guarantees
with them.
White MacBook‟s - $300
If interested pleased give your name to the office.

Finally I would like to wish Andrew and Mia all the best in their move to St Mel‟s in Shepparton and thank
Lisa and Jerry for all their input into school in the time they have been here.
Have a great Holiday and Holy Easter.
Leo Jones

Principal

Reminders
Next Board Meeting: Wednesday 7th May at 6.30 pm

St. Joseph’s Calendar
4th Last day of term 1.20 finish.
18th Good Friday
20th Easter Sunday.
21st Easter Monday
22nd Term 2 starts.
23rd Bike Bus and Ride2School day.
24th ANZAC School Remembrance service at the Mechanics Hall. 10am. Whole school.
24th Holy Week and Easter Sunday ceremonies for our School at 2.30.
25th ANZAC Day holiday.
27th Ride The Ranges day in Euroa.
30th Parent Faith and Information evening for Reconciliation.

May
7th Board meeting.
8th Mothers/Grandmothers/Special Persons Day Special Afternoon Tea.
9th Trivia Night.
11th Mothers Day
13th to the 15th NAPLAN
21st St Joseph’s Cross Country.
21st Class Mass 2/3
30nd District Cross Country Murchison.
25th to the 30th Catholic Education Week.

June
4th Review Validation Day
4th 4/5/6 Class Mass.
8th Pentecost Sunday.
18th Reconciliation Celebration.

August
22nd Family Bush Dance.

September
5th Fathers/ Grandfathers/Special Persons Breakfast.

Class News
Foundation & Year 1
Hello Everyone,
It is the end of term one. We have had a wonderful start to the year. All of our Foundation students have
settled into school life beautifully and our grade ones have been fantastic leaders. I am very proud of all of
you! I think we all deserve a restful break.
As we draw to the end of term one, we will be finishing our Dr Seuss author focus. So we must celebrate!
Tomorrow we will have a Dr Seuss party with stories, activities, snacks and crafts. Our celebration will be
between 11:30 and 1pm. Parents and younger siblings are invited to join us.
Our party will be a celebration of our work over term one, it will also be a goodbye party for Mia. Mia and
Andrew are moving to Shepparton and will be attending St Mel‟s School. I know Mia will continue to be a
wonderful learner and have many friends at her new school.
Thank you for a wonderful first term!
Ainsley O‟Connor

Year 2 & 3
Term 1/Week 10 - Term 2/Week 1:
Our Religion theme, this week, is the concluding of our unit called “Lent – Preparing For Easter”.
Our Integrated theme for this term has been “Our School Community – Learning about ourselves and
others”, where we will try to answer the questions: “How do I learn best? In what ways can I show cooperation and build team work in our classroom? Do I know our school values?”
Reminders:
* Our planning day was a successful one and now we have a good start for next term.
* School concludes at 1:20 p.m. on Friday.
* School resumes for term 2, on Tuesday the 22nd April.
* Keep in mind, 2:30 p.m. on the first Thursday after the holidays, 24th April. We will have a „Walk through
Easter‟, sharing the events of Holy Week and the Resurrection. This will begin at the church gate and
conclude in the church. Keep this date free and come on the walk with us.
* It is hard to believe that we are at the end of term one. It has been full of learning and some fun too. Thank
you all for your support throughout the term. We wish you a safe, happy and holy Easter and holiday. Come
back refreshed and ready for a new term of learning.
Have a terrific holiday and enjoy the break from routines!
Liz Tang & Sue Anderson.

Year 4/5 & 6
Welcome to our last week of term 1.
Thank you to Leo for leading our 1:1 Laptop meeting on Tuesday night. My apologies for being unable to
attend. Please be sure to read through the contract and return it before the end of term. This will ensure
students can bring them home starting Term 2. Thank you to those who have already returned the form.
The grade 6 students have been asked to spend time on a writing piece over the school holidays regarding
Anzac Day. Students have spent time with RSL members and discussions in class about the topic. Please
support this activity. A letter was sent home about this.

Well done to all students in grade 4 5 and 6 for settling into first term, working hard and taking on
leadership roles and special duties around our school.
Thank you to all the supportive parents who have signed student diaries, assisted with homework tasks and
student projects.
Thank you to our lovely parents who have given up their time to make Lunch Orders for our students. To
our classroom helpers and parents leading the „Living Classroom‟ we thank you for your time and wonderful
support! These are special days that students look forward to.
Thank you to Jenni and Sissy who work hard across the school but in particular our room to support our
students.
Enjoy the school holidays with your family and friends. Stay safe and relax!
Regards
Prue

Student of the Week

Happy birthday Leo, Ed, Will and Sissy.

Congratulations to the following students who have been chosen for Student of the Week Award ending
31/03/2014.
Yr. 2-3:

Samantha Fuller for a wonderful term of work with a dedication to doing her best. Well
done!

Yr. 4-5-6:

Fionn Murphy for stepping up to be a great leader for the week and his leading literacy
skills. Well done

Congratulations on your Reading Awards Tom, Lara
Mackenzie, Boyd, Daisy, Wil, James, Chloe, Lily and

Congratulations on your Reading Awards Nicole,
Clancie, Sophie and Sienna.

Congratulations on your Reading Awards Grace, Mia, Jess,
Hugh, Bas, Nathaniel and Tilly.

Congratulations Hayden on being the
Fastest runner (100m under 10) in Victoria!

Congratulations Hugh and Fionn on your basketball Congratulations Lachlan, Bridget and Sam on your
Awards.
Swimming awards.

P & F News
Many thanks to all those who helped during, prior or in other ways towards the Working Bee last Saturday
at the school. It was very productive with the help from both adults and kids and many jobs were ticked off
the list.
An extra thanks to Dave & Deb Randall for co-ordinating the works near the vegie garden.
A flyer has been put in each school bag about the School Trivia Night on Friday 9 May at the Mechanics
Hall from 6.30pm. It will be lots of fun & a very entertaining night so hope that you can come along.
Prepayment is required so you can see Janelle at the office for this.
Wishing everyone a Happy Easter and enjoy the holidays with the kids.

Children‟s Chatter Matters!
Language Learning activities to have a go at home.
Ten activities will be provided over term one targeting phonological awareness
skills. Phonological awareness is one of the key building blocks for reading and
writing. It is listening to, and thinking about the sounds in words.
8.The Food Game - Watch what you eat! Take turns saying the name of a food you
like that starts with the same sound as your own name. The activity could be extended to include an item
that you don‟t like to eat as well. For example, “I‟m Fiona and I like to eat fish but I don‟t like to eat frogs.”
9. Play a game where your child makes different words starting with the same sound e.g. if you are
changing all words to begin with /t/ sound then „chair‟ would become „tair‟ and „lot‟ would become „tot.‟ For
something a bit harder: Try changing the final sound e.g. „pack‟ would become „pat‟ and „flag‟ would become
„flat‟.
10. Say the sounds of different words in slow motion like this /m/-/a/-/n/ or /f/-/l/-/a/-/g/. Get your child to
guess the words. You can incorporate this into everyday conversation e.g. Can you please put this in the
/b/-/i/-/n/?
Alternatively, get your child to split words into separate sounds e.g. the word „black‟ can be split into /b//l/-/a/-/ck/. It has 4 sounds. „Cheese‟ can be split into 3 sounds- /ch/-/ee/-/se/ (whereby the last sound is a „z‟
sound).

The Living Classroom
This week in the Living Classroom – by Nicky McKeown
Autumn… What a lovely time to be out in the garden; the weather is milder and nature does a lot of the
watering for us. This week, the Foundation/One class were extremely busy digging up weeds, shovelling
dirt, mulching around the fruit trees and feeding the chickens. It was like Christmas for the chickens with the
many „gifts‟ of weeds and dirt for them to scratch through.
The children enjoyed trying the dried figs from the week before, and some commented that they tasted like
lollies! Sweet!
We would like to extend a big thank you to the volunteer families who gave their time and energy at the
working bee last weekend. The new frames that were constructed around the Living Classroom will provide
support for espaliered citrus trees, and perhaps some creepers or vines to provide shade in summer (for the
chickens) and of course, more delicious produce to enjoy!
The word for the week is: Minerals
We discussed the meaning of minerals and spelt it out loud as a class. Please keep up the good work
practising these words with your children.

Healthy lunchbox tip: Involve children in packing their healthy lunchboxes
Deciding what to put into children‟s lunchboxes can be challenging at times. Involve children in the decision
making about which fruits and vegetables they would like to include. Remind them that it is important to eat
a variety of fruits and vegetables each day and to help the environment we should try to minimise
packaging, and choose foods that are in season and locally grown. Fresh fruit can be included as whole
pieces or cut up and placed in a container. Dried and canned fruit can also be included. Vegetables can be
included as snacks too and there are many to choose from.
You never know, including your children in the decision making process may result in a greater variety of
fruit and vegetables being eaten!
WANTED: small empty, washed glass bottles (small tonic water/mineral water bottles are ideal)
Please drop off your bottles to the classroom for collection.
If you have any ideas for healthy lunchbox tips, or would like to support the Living Classroom in anyway,
please see any of the teachers or Deb, Caitlin, Kerry or Nicky.
Happy gardening….and eating!

Caritas Australia
Over Lent the parish will run our usual Dinner Party Raffle, tickets on sale after Mass each week, and drawn
on Easter Sunday.
$2 will buy you a chance to win a dinner party for six in your own home, fully catered. Please see a
parishioner or Julie at school to obtain your tickets. Money raised for Project Compassion.

Easter Ceremonies - Catholic Parish Of Nagambie
Thur. 17th April HOLY THURSDAY – 7pm, at St. Malachy‟s, with 15 minutes of Adoration after Mass
Fri. 18th April GOOD FRIDAY – 12.30 Ecumenical Walk of Witness, begins at the former site of the
Uniting Church, proceed to St. Malachy‟s Catholic Church, St. Andrew‟s Presbyterian Church, and finish at

St. John‟s Anglican Church. We will then partake of hot cross buns and a cuppa in St. John‟s Hall
afterwards.
Sat. 19th HOLY SATURDAY - Easter Vigil 7pm – St. Malachy‟s Nagambie Sun. 20th EASTER
SUNDAY- Mass 9.30am - St. Malachy‟s Nagambie.
Mass 11am at St. Mary‟s Avenel.

Josephite Associate Regional Gathering
Who are Josephite Associates?
We are women and men from all walks of life who are attracted to the Josephite spirit or charism. United in
friendship and prayer we aim to deepen our understanding of this Josephite spirit and so be energised in our
service of God‟s people. We do this in ways that are appropriate and relevant to our own individual lives.
We are called to emulate the values of Saint Mary of the Cross Mackillop, who began the Sisters of St.
Joseph.
How do I become a Josephite Associate?
If you feel drawn to the Josephite spirit you can make contact with the Associate contact person for your
area by clicking on the list below.
You will be provided with opportunities to grow in appreciation of the vision and spirit of Mary MacKillop,
and Julian Tenison Woods and the Josephite charism. You will also learn more about the Associate
movement.
This Saturday, April 5, there is a Regional Gathering in MacKillop Hall, Church St. Nagambie. Everyone is
welcome to attend, beginning at 9.30am with morning tea, and finishing up around 3pm. come for all or part
of the day if you like. Cost is a $5 donation. Please bring your own lunch. For any further info, cal Julie
0408602841

