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Newsletter No 2
Prayer for this Week: -

The Beatitudes

Thursday, February 6, 2014

Welcome to the end of our second
week. The students have settled in so well and
the school has a very positive buzz about the
place.

Opening School Mass
We will be having our Opening School Mass and
shared tea on next Thursday the 13th of February.
This will be Mass at 6pm and then a BYO shared
tea and drinks afterwards. At the Mass we will
commission our year 6 leaders and present them
with their year six shirts. Also we will
commission our staff. The BBQ will be available
for use.

“Kids on Speed” - ABC TV
On ABC 1 tonight at 8.30 pm there is part 1 of a 3
part
series
exploring
Attention
Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) this is a
fascinating medical thriller, with three experts in
ADHD related fields attempting to help five
troubled children in four desperately harried
families

St Joseph’s School Swimming
Our St Joseph’s Swimming sports will be held on
next Wednesday the 12th of February. These
sports will be like our Athletic sports last year
with the students competing for the St Joseph’s
Swimming trophy for 2014. From these sports we
will select our team to represent the school at the
District Swimming to be held on the 21st of
February in Euroa. I realise our Foundation
students will be at home but we felt it may be a
little daunting for them this early in the year. A
note went home yesterday about this event. As
we are a Sunsmart School we expect all students
to wear a rashie or T Shirt at all times at the pool.
All parents and carers are welcome to join us for
the day.

George Otero
Early last year we had the privilege of having
George Otero visit us for a morning to speak to
our parents. We have been fortunate to have him
visit us for a whole day this year. This is a great
opportunity for us and so I hope as many parents
as possible take advantage and attend. With the
newsletter is a flyer advertising and explaining his
visit with a reply slip. The evening session may be
an opportunity for the Dads to hear him speak.
Please make an effort to attend at least one of his
sessions.

Active After School
We are offering Active After School program
again this year. For our new families this is an
after school hours sports activity offered twice a
week. This term we are offering swimming at the
Nagambie pool. We will offer games and
activities for our older students on one day and
games and activities on another day for the
younger students. More information will go home
regarding this next week. This free and goes for
an hour.

Pupil Free day
We have our first Pupil free day on Thursday
March the 6th. I realise that this is the Thursday
before the March long weekend but we as a staff
will be working with Pauline Fisher from the CEO
(Catholic Education Office) on our Teaching and
Leaning review preparation. The evening before
we as a Board will have Pauline taking the Board
through the review process.

P and F
The first meeting of our P and F will be held
tomorrow, Friday the 7th of February at 9am in the
Hall. This meeting will be to elect our P and F
executive for this year and to start discussion s on
the priorities for 2014. The P and F has a very
important role in our school. Fund raising is an
important component of the P and F but so is the
social aspect. Please consider putting your hand
up to be on the committee. All positions are
vacant. All parents are welcome and preschoolers
are welcome to come along.

PBIS
For our new families and as a refresher for the rest
we at St. Joseph’s School follow the Positive
Behaviours and Intervention Supports (PBIS) as a
way of managing behaviour at school. The
students are rewarded and praised for positive
behaviour and we have systems in place when
things don't always go well. As our final
component we have this year introduced an
Incident reporting system. This will help us to
track where incidents are happening and if there is
a trend where we need to change our practices. A
core part of PBIS is that we need to be giving 4
positive responses to children for every time we
give a negative comment. If you have any
questions please ask.

P and F shed
At the end of last year we got some shelving for
the P and F shed. I was wondering if there are a
couple of parents who would be able to put them
together. It requires empting the shed, erecting the
shelves and then moving the things back in. It
could easily be done in an hour and half so could
be done after school hours rather than taking a
Saturday morning. Please let me know if you can
help and even better if you are able to coordinate.
Have a great week.
Leo Jones

27th Leo at Deanery Principal meeting.

April

4th Last day of term 1.30 finish.
18th Good Friday
20th Easter Sunday.
21st Easter Monday
22nd Term 2 starts.
25th ANZAC day holiday.

Class News
Foundation & Year 1
Hello everybody,

Principal

Reminders.
Next Board meeting Wednesday 12th of
February.

St Joseph’s Calendar 2014
February
7th Bluearth with Kerry starts.
7th Pand F meeting 9am in the Hall
12th Foundation Students at home.
12th St Joseph’s Swimming
12th Board Meeting
13th Opening School Mass at 6pm and BYO
picnic tea afterward.
14th Year 6 leadership Day in Shepparton.
17th George Otero visit for the whole day.
19th Foundation Students at home.
21st District Swimming in Euroa
21st Leo at Diocesan Principal and Leadership
meeting.
25th Divisional swimming in Seymour.
26th Foundation Students at home.
26th Liz at REC day.

March
5th Board Meeting with Pauline Fisher.
6th Pupil free day
10th Public Holiday.
14th Leo at Diocesan Principal Coaching.
15th Duck Opening
18th Board Meeting
20th Leo and Liz at Diocesan Student Engagement
and Aspiration Meeting.

I am very pleased to tell you that our new prep
students are fitting into life at St Joseph’s very
well!
On Tuesday the children visited the Nagambie
library with Mrs Deane and myself. It was a
wonderful outing and our students behaved
beautifully on their first school excursion. The
children were lucky enough to each receive a
goodie bag full of stickers, pencils and a
membership form for the library. Thank you to
Mrs Deane and Catherine (the library coordinator)
for organising such a wonderful outing!
The children and I are beginning to look at the
topics of self, family and school community as
part of our inquiry lessons. For this I am asking
the children to bring in a framed photo of their
family for a class display.
We are learning that there are many different
types of families and that all families are filled
with love. I hope that the different photographs
that are brought in will reflect the different
families in our community – please feel free to
send in pictures of grandparents, cousins, siblings,
mixed families, Godparents, collages of family
and of course pets. We will keep the photos at
school for a number of weeks as we learn all
about families.
Quick notes: Sport lessons will be on Monday &
Friday for the whole school – sport uniform is
required on these days.
Foundation students each received a School
Nursing Program pack earlier this week – they
must be returned by Monday morning!
Have a good week everybody
Ainsley O’Connor

Year 2 & 3
Term 1/Week 2:
Welcome back to the new school year. We have
settled in well and are beginning to put all of our
routines into place.
Our Religion theme, this week, is the beginning of
a unit called “We are Growing in God’s Love”.
In this unit, we will try to identify the gifts and
talents that God has given us and how we can
share them with others. We will try to show our
understanding that individuals have their own
needs, but as a community, we need to co-operate
and think of others. We will try to describe how
our actions effect others.
Our Integrated theme for this term is “Our School
Community – Learning about ourselves and
others”, where we will try to answer the
questions: “How do I learn best? In what ways
can I show co-operation and build team work in
our classroom? Do I know our school values?”
Reminders:
*
This week grades 2/3 took home some
homework. I don’t want this to be a
daunting task or too time consuming.
Reading and learning our times tables are
our main focus for the first two weeks, and
then we will add a focus on
THRaSS/Spelling. If you have any or
worries or queries about what is expected of
the homework, then please feel free to come
in and chat. Homework will go home on a
Monday and will be due the following
Monday.
*
Readers were sent home last week. The
children have a new reading pocket to keep
their readers and reading journal in. We
would appreciate it if you could complete
the reading journal each time that your
child/ren read/s. Thanking you in
anticipation of your support with this. Again
this year, the children will be rewarded for
getting their journals filled in each night and
awards will be offered for 25, 50, 75 reading
nights, etc.
*
Art smocks need to be ready for art classes
on Wednesdays.
*
Grades 2/3 will be participating in
sport/Bluearth on Mondays and Fridays and
can wear their sports uniform on these days.
*
With the hot weather it is essential that
children have sunscreen and a hat. They also
need to make sure that they have plenty of

*

*

water to sip throughout the day.
Frozen/chilled water bottles must be
wrapped in a towel or have an old face
washer to sit on, to save on water mop ups!
It would be appreciated if each child could
bring along a box of tissues for general use.
These will be stored and used one box at a
time, as the need arises.
If you have any queries at all, then please
feel free to come in at any time and ask the
questions that you have.

We look forward to working with each of you
throughout the year.
Have a terrific week!
Liz Tang & Sue Anderson.

Year 4/5 & 6
Well done to all the children who have settled
back into school routine and for the grade 4’s who
have joined their new classroom environment!
The remaining week looks like this:
Friday 7th
Bluearth with Kerry. We will be doing a special
Bike Ed day.
P & F meeting at 9:00am in the hall.
Enjoy the weekend. Remember the Sun
Tour is coming to Nagambie this weekend.
Monday 10th
Assembly
Homework task “Learning about ourselves and
others” project continued.
Sport with Mr Jones.
Art and Religion with Mrs Deane.
Tuesday 11th
PBIS whole school session in the afternoon.
Wednesday 12th
St Joseph’s swimming carnival at Nagambie Pool.
(See note below)
Thursday 13th
Opening School Mass at 6:00pm picnic tea
afterwards.
Friday 14th
Yr. 6 Leadership Day at Mooroopna.
Bluearth
Swimming carnival.
All children need to bring bathers, a towel and
sunscreen. Given that we are a SunSmart school,
all children need to wear a rashie or a T-Shirt as
we discourage students wearing just board shorts
or bikini’s/bathers. Children must wear a hat when
they are not in the water. It would be great to see
parents there so please come and join us.

* If you have not yet sent back your child’s
laundered art smock could you please do so as
soon as possible.
* Please be sure to return your child’s updated
medical/contact
information
and
general
permission forms. If you have already returned
them, thank you very much.
Our Religion topic is ‘Living as Disciples’. In this
unit students will focus on our mission to respond
to God’s love for us. Our Inquiry Topic for term
one is ‘Our Community-Learning about Ourselves
and Others’. Students have a mini project as their
homework task about this.
Students in grades 456 are required to read each
school night and practice the times tables each
week as they arise. This week is the x4 tables. It
would be appreciated if parents sign student
diaries once a week. The number of reading
nights will be tallied this year.
Regards,
Prue

Congratulations to the following students who
have been chosen for Student of the Week ending
4/02/2014.
Yr. F-1:

All Foundation Students for the
marvelous way they have begun
school.

Yr. 2-3:

William Beadle for the fantastic
way he has settled into our
classroom. Well done!

Yr. 4-5-6:

Tahnee Clark for having a positive
attitude in class.

Student of the Week

Happy birthday Ella, Tom, Anthony, William,
Lily, Katie, Clancie and Chloe.

Library News
After their visit to the Library children will bring
home a form from the Goulburn Valley Regional
Library. If you wish your child (totally optional)
to join you can drop the form into the Library or
to myself here at school.
Our visits so far have been totally worthwhile.
Grades 2 and 3 read a book titled " Too Many
Elephants in this House." Following this they
made a box and saw how many concertina folded
elephants they could fit into it. Grades
Foundation/One had a big book followed by a
colouring activity related to shapes.
Thank you
Sue Deane

Welcome to The Living Classroom
2014
Welcome to our living classroom - a vibrant part
of our school

Where everyone can pick up a hose or even a
garden tool.
The Foundation One class was busy last week
pulling the overgrown weeds
But they made the chooks very happy with their
most generous feeds.
The visiting ducklings were patted, with gentle
hands so kind
A game to name the plants proved that some were
hard to find.
The children picked ripe fruit and veg, and made a
salad to share
It was nice to welcome our newest helpers, who
showed the greatest care.
There’s much to learn about science and maths in
our living classroom
Plus many other life lessons can be witnessed
through what blooms.
We meet on Friday mornings for an hour (give or
take),
Everyone is welcome to pick up a hose or rake.
There’s scope for more to help out, or to share an
idea or two
Just speak to Deb or Leo to see what you can do…

In flow we feel deep satisfaction and
accomplishment, even rapture. Flow is most
likely to happen when we are presented with the
just right challenge; not so easy that it is boring
and not so hard that it is unattainable.
Watch kids when something starts to fall into
place for them, they want to return again and
again to that activity
The pinnacle of my job as an Occupational
Therapist, as I am sure it is for St Joseph’s
teaching staff, is seeing kids immersed in the just
right challenge; achieving , succeeding and feeling
great about themselves and their capabilities.
Here’s to a year of FLOW!!
Regards, Lara

Friday7/2/2014 -Bluearth
Bike Ed Clinic Yr 2/3/4/5/6 are
reminded to bring their bikes and
helmets for this special cycling
clinic.

Scholastic Book Club
Brochures went home last week, please can all
orders be back to Janelle in the office, or Sophie
by tomorrow – FRIDAY.
Scholastic brochures are age appropriate and
packed full of great book and gift bargains. Our
school benefits with a credit of 20% of the value
of our order – so our teachers can spend this
amount on books and teaching resources.
Everyone is a winner! Encourage your children to
read every day – in fact the Scholastic motto is
“Read every day, lead a better life”!
Any questions please see me.
Sophie Le Deux.

FLOW
Mr Jones as kindly invited me back to St Joseph’s
for another year of Occupational Therapy. I will
be here fortnightly on Tuesday mornings.
So what is Occupational Therapy anyway?
We are primarily concerned with occupation,
occupation being the meaningful use of time and
space.
The pinnacle of occupation is what the
Philosopher Csikmilhayi coined FLOW. Those
occasions when we are fully immersed in an
activity and hours can pass by unnoticed.

Education Maintenance Allowance
2014
In 2014, the EMA payments to eligible parents
will be:
 $200 for parents of eligible Prep students
 $150 for parents of all other eligible
primary school students
The EMA is paid in two instalments annually
(70% in March and 30% in August).
To be eligible for the EMA:
1. Your child must be under the age of
sixteen; and
2. Your child must be enrolled at a primary
or secondary Government or registered
school in Victoria on, 28 February 2014
for the first instalment and 1 August 2014
for the second instalment; and
3. You must on 28 January 2014 for the first
instalment and 14 July 2014, for the
second instalment:
o be a parent or legal guardian of the
student; and
o be an eligible beneficiary within
the meaning of the State
Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a
holder of Veterans Affairs Gold
Card or be an eligible Health Care
Card (HCC) or

o

Pensioner Concession Card (PCC)
holder or
o be a temporary foster parent.
4. Submit your application to the school by
the due date:
o 28 February 2014 for the first
instalment*
o 1 August 2014 for the second
instalment.
Families have the option to receive their EMA by
direct deposit into their own bank account, or
direct deposit to the school to be held as a credit
for educational expenses, or by cheque.
Applications for EMA need to be submitted to
school by February 21, 2014. An application
form is available from the office
The EMA program will cease from 1 January
2015.

WELCOME
SUNDAY
Each month we will introduce some families from
the parish. Eventually, it is hoped that more
people will be connecting and getting to know
each other. Please join us in the hall for a cuppa
after Mass on the first Sunday of the month.
Thank you to the families who agreed to be
photographed and interviewed. If you see these
people around, please take the time to say hello.

undertaking a Bachelor of Nursing this year
through Charles Sturt Uni. Her hopes for the
future are good health and happiness.
Ed loves hunting, fishing, boating, camping and
family time. He was born and bred in Nagambie
and his dreams for the future are to watch his
beautiful daughters grow up. Ed keeps busy with
shearing, building, concreting and spending time
with his girls.
Matilda (Tilly), the youngest, would like to be a
policewoman when she grows up. She loves
swimming, computers, fishing, bike riding,
scooting, boogie boarding.
Daisy says Dad is the best 50 year old rip stick
rider ever! She loves going out with Dad, fox
shooting, family holidays in Mallacoota, and her
sisters. Daisy would also like to be a policewoman
when she grows up.
Kelly, the eldest, loves bike riding, being at school
with her friends, boogie boarding, fox shooting,
family holidays. She is awesome on the ripstick,
and also has a talent for cooking! Kelly would like
to be a zookeeper and save endangered animals.

The Loughnane Family

Suzie and Eddie Loughnane married 12 years ago
and have 3 gorgeous daughters who
all go to
school at St. Joseph’s – Kelly, Matilda (Tilly) and
Daisy. They live in Nagambie.
Being born and bred in Warrick, Suzie moved to
Victoria 14 years ago. She loves gardening,
patchwork/quilting,
the
great
outdoors,
bushwalking, chooks, reading and family time.
Fortunately Suzie also loves to study, as she is

The Price Family
Finola and Trevor Price moved to Nagambie in
2010. They had been on a dairy farm in Lancaster,
which their son, Paul, has taken over. Prices have
a daughter as well, who lives in the USA at the
moment, and five grandchildren.
Trevor still loves to get back to the farm and keep
his hand in by helping out occasionally. His other
interests are golf, AFL and being creative with
metal. Trevor is recovering at the moment from a
knee operation, but hopes to be back on the golf
course very soon!
Finola’s interests are reading, crosswords, singing
with the Larks, the grandkids, and parish life.
Finola involves herself in the Sacramental

Program by facilitating one of the home groups
for their meetings. She also takes Holy
Communion to the sick, is on the cleaning roster
and is a sacristan. A belated welcome to the
parish, Finola and Trevor!

The Bolton Family

Terry and Keith Bolton moved here to Nagambie
from Numurkah in March 2013, to be closer to
kids, grandkids and ageing parents. They are
married with two sons – Greg, who has 2 boys,
and Kevin, who has a boy and a girl.
Terry loves gardening, being creative, reading,
computer games and crochet. In the past she has
been a personal carer and childcare worker. Terry
spent time as part of the Parish Council in St.
Mary’s Seymour, and has experience in catechist
work and as a lector. Terry’s hopes for the future
are health and happiness, and that her family
remains blessed.
Keith’s interests include gardening, crochet, car
races and family activities. In his hay day he raced

cars and motor bikes. Keith participated in the
RCIA program in 1992 and became a Catholic.
Recently he has offered to become part of the
Counting Team. His hope for the future is
continued good health. Welcome to the parish,
Terry and Keith!

Empowering Local Schools

St Joseph’s School, Nagambie.
Presents
Engaging Parents in Learning - George Otero
9am to 11am Classroom Learning Walk.
11.30am to 1.00pm Community Conversation.
7pm to 8pm Parent Engagement Information Session.
Monday 17th of February
St Joseph’s School and St Mary MacKillop Hall
George is an internationally renowned author and
educational consultant. He has worked as a teacher,
educator, international consultant, social entrepreneur,
and author. He and his wife Susan, operate the Centre
for Relational Learning based in Santa Fe, New Mexico
where he has worked for many years. George has also
worked in Australia and the United Kingdom as well as
the United States.
For over twenty years George has worked with schools
to explore their understanding of the importance of
engaging parents in their child’s learning.
His focus will be:
Why do we need this partnership between school and
parents?
How do we move from involvement in school to engagement in school?
What does the research say?
Does the quality of the relationships determine the quality of the learning?
What are the indicators of parental engagement?
How do we know it’s working?
What does it look like?
Insights and future directions?

On the back and next page is an outline of each session and a reply slip.

A LEARNING WALK 9am to 11am. (Immediately after Assembly toddlers, preschoolers welcome.)











Tea/ coffee supplied, please bring a plate to share.
For Parents/ Community and Staff members
To walk through the whole school
To observe students in class
To interact
To ask questions
To see the school from every level - Foundation to Grade 6
To think about learning and what in means to you
To have the opportunity to talk to staff and other parents about learning
To have meaningful input into future planning
To enjoy being a part of your school community

The process takes 1 hour
10min- A warm up activity to set the scene.
30-35 Min
Walk through school with 3 questions in mind:
 What do I see ?
 What do I feel ?
 What am I wondering ?
Meet back in circle and ask group in clockwise circle to share
1. What did you see?
2. What did you feel?
3. What are you wondering?
Do one question at a time.

A COMMUNITY CONVERSATION 11.30 to 1pm






For Parents/Community, Staff and Year 6 Students
To share ideas, knowledge and experience
About learning at school and at home
To look at what the school and the community means to all members.
To discuss in groups with teachers, parents and students what is important for
learning.
 And much more…..
“A community conversation is a conversation where we make meaning, continually define
ourselves as a learning community, more consciously discover who we are collectively, what
we value, want and need educationally, and how we might collaborate to act and learn in
context.”
(Burnham, Farrar and Otero 2007)

PARENT ENGAGEMENT INFORMATION SESSION






1 hour presentation
Current Research
What is Parent and Family Engagement?
Why do we want Parent and Family Engagement?
Why is Parent and Family Engagement important for student learning?
Drinks and nibbles provided.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name/s
________________________________________________________
I/we will be attending the following sessions.
A LEARNING WALK – 9am to 11 am.
A COMMUNITY CONVERSATION – 11.30 to 1pm.
PARENT ENGAGEMENT INFORMATION SESSION - 7pm to 8pm.
I/we would appreciate child care for the evening session.

