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Newsletter No 1

Prayer for this Week

Thursday, January 30, 2014

Welcome back to the 2014 school year.
It was great to see the students so eager and keen to
start the new school year. We welcome a new family
to our school. Welcome to William Beadle and his
family. Please give them a big St Joey’s welcome.
William is in year three.
Unfortunately Joslin Joshy, one of our new
Foundation students and her family are moving back
to Seymour and Joslin will be attending school at St
Mary’s. Jo was very grateful for the wonderful
welcome they had been given here at St Joseph’s and
was disappointed it had not worked out for them. We
wish them all the best.

Board will have Pauline taking the Board through the
review process.

Sport/ PhysEd /Bluearth
All the students will have PhysEd sport with me on a
Monday and Bluearth with Kerry and the teachers on
a Friday. On both Monday and Friday the students
need to wear the sports uniform. For the rest of the
week they need to be in ordinary school uniform.
Your cooperation with this is greatly appreciated.

Parents and Friends

We will be having our opening school Mass and
shared tea on Thursday the 13th of February. This will
be Mass at 6pm and then a BYO shared tea and
drinks afterwards. At the Mass we will commission
our year 6 leaders and present them with their year
six shirts. Also we will commission our staff.

The first meeting of our Pand F will be held on
Friday the 7th of February at 9am in the Hall. This
meeting will be to elect our Pand F executive for this
year and to start discussion on the priorities for 2014.
The P and F has a very important role in our school.
Fundraising is an important component of the P and F
but so is the social aspect. Please consider putting
your hand up to be on the committee. All positions
are vacant. All parents are welcome and preschoolers
are welcome to come along.

St Joseph’s School Swimming

Staff for 2014

Opening School Mass

Our St Joseph’s Swimming sports will be held on
Wednesday the 12th of February. These sports will be
like our Athletic sports last year with the students
competing for the St Joseph’s Swimming trophy for
2014. From these sports we will select our team to
represent the school at the District Swimming to be
held on the 21st of February in Euroa. I realise our
Foundation students will be at home but we felt it
may be a little daunting for them this early in the
year. A note will go home next week about this day.

Active After School
We are offering Active After School program again
this year. For our new families this is an after school
hours sports activity offered twice a week. This term
we are offering swimming at the Nagambie pool. We
will offer games and activities for our older students
and we are in the process of trying to offer lessons for
the younger students. More information will go home
regarding this next week.

Pupil Free day
We have our first pupil free day on Thursday March
the 6th. I realise that this is the Thursday before the
March long weekend but we as a staff will be
working with Pauline Fisher from the CEO (Catholic
Education Office) on our Teaching and Learning
review preparation. The evening before we as a

This year our staff for St Joseph’s is as follows;
Ainsley O’Connor - Foundation/1
Liz Tang - 2/3 Monday –Thursday
Sue Anderson - 2/3 Friday
Prue Lemon - 4/5/6
Janelle O’Dwyer - Administration Officer
Sue Deane – Reading Recovery, Art, Library, Maths
Support.
Julie Price - Chaplin and Classroom Support.
Jenni Edwards – Classroom Support
Sissy Hoskin – Classroom Support and Active After
School Co-ordinator.
Bluearth Coach – Kerry Hammersly
We also welcome Brenton Noye to our staff. He will
be working on Monday’s and Friday’s as our IT
support.
PhysEd Ed and Sport – Leo Jones.
Other roles.
Liz Tang – Deputy Principal and Religious Education
Co-ordinator.
Prue lemon – Curriculum Co-ordinator and Teaching
and Learning Coach.
Leo Jones and Julie Price – Special Education and
Well Being Officer.
School Board Chair – Mandy McClaren.
Pand F President – To be decided.
Cleaning - Michael and Michelle Moloney.
Mowing - Wayne Petty

P and F shed
At the end of last year we got some shelving for the P
and F shed. I was wondering if there are a couple of
parents who would be able to put them together. It
requires emptying the shed, erecting the shelves and
then moving the things back in. It could easily be
done in an hour and a half so could be done after
school hours rather than taking a Saturday morning.
Please let me know if you can help and even better if
you are able to coordinate.
Have a great week.
Leo Jones

6th Pupil free day
10th Public Holiday.
14th Leo at Diocesan Principal Coaching.
15th Duck Opening
18th Board Meeting
20th Leo and Liz at Diocesan Student Engagement
and Aspiration Meeting.
27th Leo at Deanery Principal meeting.

April

4th Last day of term 1.30 finish.
18th Good Friday
20th Easter Sunday.
21st Easter Monday
22nd Term 2 starts.
25th ANZAC day holiday.

Class News
Principal

Foundation & Year 1

Reminders

Hello everyone,

Next Board meeting Wednesday 12th of
February.

How very exciting it is to be back at school! The
children, Julie and I have had a lovely few days
together and look forward to spending the year
together.

St Joseph’s Calendar
January 2014

31st Foundation Students until 2.10

February

3rd First Assembly for the Year at 9am. All Welcome
5th Foundation Students remain at home.
7th Bluearth with Kerry starts.
7th P and F meeting 9am in the hall
12th Foundation Students remain at home.
12th St Joseph’s Swimming
12th Board Meeting
13th Opening School Mass at 6pm and shared tea
afterward.
14th Year 6 leadership Day in Shepparton.
19th Foundation Students remain at home.
21st District Swimming in Euroa
21st Leo at Diocesan Principal and Leadership
meeting.
25th Divisional swimming in Seymour.
26th Foundation Students at home.
26th Liz at REC day.

March

5th Board Meeting with Pauline Fisher.

To give you a snap shot of our class: we have 15
students. Our grade ones are Hugh McKeown, Hugh
Murphy, Mia, Tilly, Jessica, Tremelle, Sienna and
Clancie. Our new foundation students are Sophie,
Nicole, Bas, Summer, Nathaniel, Brandon and Grace.
Joshlin Joshy, unfortunately, will not be joining us
this year as her family has decided to relocate to
Seymour.
I'd like to invite any member of the St. Joe's
community to join us for twenty minutes of reading at
the start of each morning. This is a time to read to and
be read to by the children. This will be an enjoyable
time each morning so do feel free to bring along
special picture books, recipe books, newspapers and
kindles to share. I hope to see as many of you as
possible!
Please remember sport days are Monday and Friday,
please wear your sport uniforms on these days.
~ Ainsley O'Connor

Year 2 & 3
Welcome to week 1, term 1.
It was lovely to see all the happy smiles on the faces
of the children yesterday, as they entered the school
and classrooms, for the first time this year. We spent
the first day getting to know each other, giving out
workbooks and equipment and becoming familiar
with the room, with a little bit of work thrown in! We
also welcomed a new student into grade three,
William Beadle. We welcome William and his family
into the St. Joseph’s School community and hope that
they settle in well. Please say hello to them if you see
them in the yard.

• Bluearth will be on next FRIDAY! Sport uniforms
please.
I look forward to seeing you all soon.
Cheers
Prue.

I will send a letter home on Monday with the
children, explaining some of the requirements and
routines of being in the grade 2/3 room. Please
remember though, that the children will have sport on
Monday. There will also be assembly on Monday
morning, at 8:50 a.m., if you can make it along.
Sue Anderson will be taking the children on a Friday
and will cover things like grammar, some poetry,
Bluearth and the measurement and data area of
Mathematics.

Foundation Class 2014

Please feel free to come in and see us at any time, if
you have any queries.
Have a great week.
Liz and Sue.

Year 4/5 & 6
• Welcome back to all families. It has been fabulous
hearing about the adventures and holidaying that has
been done. Camping, day trips, movies, boating and
fishing, interstate visits and relaxing at home with
family were many of the recounts shared.

Foundation and Yr. 1 Class 2014

• The 456 class for this year consists of 9 grade 4’s, 8
grade 5’s and 6 grade 6 students, totaling 23 students.
• We welcome Jenni and Sissy into our room this
year. They will be in the room during the week from
Monday to Friday from 9 until 1:30.
• A timetable will go home soon outlining a class and
weekly timetable.
Homework tasks will be sent home next week.

Yr. 2 and 3 Class 2014

Cycling Victoria Cycling Clinic
Cycling Victoria, the Amy Gillett Foundation, Subaru
and USM Events have teamed up to offer free
AustCycle clinics for school students during the
Jayco Herald Sun Tour, providing students the
opportunity to reinforce skills and road safety.

Yr .4,5 and 6 Class 2014

On Friday February 7th Years 2/3/4/5 and 6 will
participate in the clinics. The clinics will run from
9am to 10.50am. Students are asked to bring along
their bicycles and helmets. The bicycle education
trailer will also be available for those who are unable
to bring their bicycles to school on the day.

Congratulations …
Ainsley on your engagement to Andrew.

The Jayco Herald Sun Tour will be rolling into
Nagambie on Saturday February the 8th. The Stage 3
Start will commence at Mitchelton Winery at
10.30am with the riders expected to finish in
Nagambie at approx. 2.30pm.
Brenton Noye for Youth Citizen of Euroa 2014
Chrissy Beresford & Sissy Hoskin for Citizen of the
Year, Nagambie 2014

Library News
Grades Foundation/One will visit the Town Library
next Tuesday 4th February from 11.30 am - 12.30
pm. A special reading session and activity has been
organised. Grades Two/ Three will visit on
Wednesday 5th February. We are still working on a
time for Grades 4/5/6. We hope to visit the Town
Library each month this year.
Sue Deane

Art News
Art lessons will commence next week. Could each
child please provide an art smock clearly named?
Many Thanks Sue Deane

Basic Guitar Tuition
On Mondays straight after school for half an hour
there is an opportunity to learn some basic guitar
chords and skills at school. The school has a number
of guitars for loan, and the lessons are free. Children
from grade two up and any parents are welcome to
come along and give it a go. We will begin on
Monday Feb. 10th. See Julie if interested.

Pastoral Care Freezer
A number of families may have received a foil
container with a note attached. Over the year we ask
that each family provide a frozen meal, casserole,
sausage rolls, soup, anything suitable for freezing.
These are kept in the hall freezer and distributed to
families in need, whether it be through illness or
difficult circumstances. Please return the filled, and
frozen container at your earliest convenience - it's a
great practical way we can look after each other.
Cheers, Julie

Caritas Australia
Is there anyone from the school community who
would like to accompany me to Shepparton to help
me represent the parish on Feb. 18th, leaving here at
4pm? The meeting will involve looking at the Social
Justice Calendar for this year and also workshopping
the materials available for Project Compassion, which
runs through Lent each year. I would love to hear
from anyone who is interested! (see Julie)

Well Done Sissy And Chrissy!
On Australia Day, Sissy Hoskin and Chrissy
Beresford were named dual Citizens of the Year.
Often referred to as the "Dynamic Duo", Sissy and
Chrissy have been and continue to be inspirational
contributors to the community of Nagambie. Be it
through fundraising for schools, preschool,
Melbourne Cup Tours, River to Ranges Bike Rides,
fashion parades and many other projects, the girls are
hardworking and so generous with their time.
As a school we congratulate them, well done girls!

Congratulations To Eily
Our beloved Eileen McDonald, also known to us here
at St. Joe's as "The Rosary Lady" was also nominated
for Citizen of the Year on Australia Day.
Eily started the Rosary Group over 30 years ago and
is still heavily involved in the parish through singing,
welcoming at Mass and visiting the sick at home and
in hospital. Eily is a fine example of good citizenship.
Education Maintenance Allowance 2014
In 2014, the EMA payments to eligible parents will
be:



$200 for parents of eligible Prep students
$150 for parents of all other eligible primary
school students

The EMA is paid in two instalments annually (70% in
March and 30% in August).
To be eligible for the EMA:
1. Your child must be under the age of sixteen;
and

2. Your child must be enrolled at a primary or
secondary Government or registered school in
Victoria on, 28 February 2014 for the first
instalment and 1 August 2014 for the second
instalment; and
3. You must on 28 January 2014 for the first
instalment and 14 July 2014, for the second
instalment:
o be a parent or legal guardian of the
student; and
o be an eligible beneficiary within the
meaning of the State Concessions Act
2004, that is, be a holder of Veterans
Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible
Health Care Card (HCC) or
o Pensioner Concession Card (PCC)
holder or
o be a temporary foster parent.
4. Submit your application to the school by the
due date:
o 28 February 2014 for the first
instalment*
o 1 August 2014 for the second
instalment.
Families have the option to receive their EMA by
direct deposit into their own bank account, or direct
deposit to the school to be held as a credit for
educational expenses, or by cheque.
Applications for EMA need to be submitted to
school by February 21, 2014. An application form
is available from the office
The EMA program will cease from 1 January
2015.

Nagambie Bowls Club
NAGAMBIE BOWLS CLUB
JUNIOR PROGRAM INTEREST.
DATE: MONDAY 17TH FEBRUARY 2014
REGISTRATION 4.00PM
COST: FREE
All participants under 18 interested in trying lawn
bowls must be accompanied with a parent. Wear
comfortable casual clothing and flat soled shoes.
Any other enquires contact
Sharon hall 57947228

Catholic Parish of Nagambie – 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time – February 2nd, 2014
St. Malachy’s Nagambie, St. Mary’s Avenel, St. Joseph’s School Nagambie
Administrator: Fr. Tony Hill 57953048, Pastoral Associate: Julie Price 0408602841
MASSES for NAGAMBIE: Every Sunday, 9.30am.
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Sr. Eileen Carr, Nyssa Levings, Vin White, Edwina Knights, Father
Lou Heriott, Neville Elliot, Bernie Higgins, Sr. Aileen Vear, Vicki Cooney, Josie Finnigan, Father
Chris Reay, John Price, Dorothy Pianta, Monsignor Peter Jeffreys, Dorothy Heaphy.
ANNIVERSARIES: Rita Azoppardi, Kathleen Smith, Ivy Callaghan, Amy Eastwood, John
McDonald, David Coulter, Sandra Higgins, Elizabeth Burke, Bridget Kenny, Matthew Hartigan,
Patrick Malone
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER : There will be a planning meeting held at St. John’s Church Hall on
Monday, February 10th at 2pm to organize this year’s event. All welcome. Please disregard last
week’s notice! Friday 7th March will be the date that World Day of Prayer is held. Venue yet to be
decided
P.O.U.R: The next prayer Options unified for Rain service will be held at St. John’s Anglican
Church on Friday February 7th at midday. Please bring a plate of food to share. EVERYONE
WELCOME!
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR: Congratulations to Eileen McDonald on her Australia Day award. Eileen
is well known around our parish for her involvement in the Rosary Group, her visits to hostel as
well as visits to the sick and lonely. Eily helps out every Sunday with the singing and is also a
“welcomer” - a great role model who continually bears witness to the Gospel values. Well done
Eily!
PARISH BUDDIES: Please take the time to read about the families on our bulletin today. There
will be a cuppa after Mass today on the hall to have a proper catch up. Please stay if you can, the
hall is air conditioned!
SCHOOL’S BACK: Staff and students of St. Joseph’s School are back at school now, refreshed
and ready to learn. If anyone from the parish would like to be involved in the school on a voluntary
basis either in the garden or reading in the classrooms, please see Leo (principal) or Julie, and we
will arrange it! The Opening School Mass date has yet to be decided upon, so stay tuned.
CARITAS AUSTRALIA: There will be a meeting in Shepparton on February 18th at 5pm for
interested parties to look at the Social Justice Calendar for the year, as well as have the resources
explained and available for Project Compassion. If anyone would like to accompany me to this
meeting I will leave Nagambie around 4pm.

