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Prayer for the end of week 9 term 1
As we move into the holiday period let us remember Jesus in this
difficult time. With so many unknowns let us not forget others and
reach out to those who are finding the situation a challenge.

St Joseph’s School acknowledges the Taungurng people, the traditional custodians
of the land on which our school is situated. We commit ourselves to actively work
alongside Aboriginal people for reconciliation and justice.

Welcome to the end of Week 9 of Term 1
I am at my best when I am being Friendly, Respectful and a Positive Learner

This is the last newsletter for this term. What an interesting term it has been, especially the last couple of
weeks. Not one that we could have planned for at all.
All of the following preparations have been put in place in case, next term, we need to keep the school
closed and teach the children while they are at home.
Since Tuesday the staff have been spending their time working very hard in preparing for this scenario. They
have put together hard copy packs, prepared online work, tested video conferencing, composed rules for
video conferencing and guidelines for marking the roll for attendance. The list goes on. Each year level is
approaching the situation slightly differently.
We will know of this eventuality, closer to the time and we will let you know before the students start on
April the 15th if the students will be returning.
On the 14th of April the staff will be at school and will send you emails, with attached documents,
explaining how it will all work.
It is also an opportunity for your family to come to school and collect hard copy packs of work.
Also it will be an opportunity for the F12 students to collect their laptops if the parents so desire.
The first week will be a big adjustment for the children, so the work that will be given will be easily
achievable and not a great deal. We will then slowly increase the expectations and the amount they are
expected to do.
Even though the children will be at home, they are still expected to be attending “school.” We have a legal
obligation to mark the roll and to have records of the children’s attendance.
These are challenging and very much, unknown times. We need to be conscious of others and look out for
each other. Giving someone else in our school community a call during the day could certainly lift peoples
spirits.
Please make sure you read the letter I emailed home yesterday, regarding fee relief. Please don't hesitate to
contact me if you need help.
We wish you all the best for the holidays and for whatever may eventuate for term 2. Stay safe and well!
I would like to take an opportunity to thank all the staff for all their work and dedication to leading your
children with their education.

Finally I offer you a happy and prayerful Holy week and Easter Time. The season will be much different this
year but still an important part of our Catholic faith.

Pupil Free Days (At this Stage)
Jan 29th Staff PD
Wednesday 6th of May
Wednesday 13th May
June 16th (Tuesday) Staff development.
Highlighted days are all under review.
November 2nd Day before Cup day. Report/TA writing.
November 23rd Planning Day.
St. Joseph’s Calendar
March
27th Last day term 1.30 finish.
April
14th Start Term 2 - State wide pupil free day.
15th Students start school
22nd Teacher Advisory Meetings. (Changed to electronic format)
30th Wanyara Cultural Day??
May
4th to the 8th 5/6 camp. (Cancelled)
6th Pupil Free (If no camp)
13th Pupil free

Classroom News - Term 1, Week 9
End of Term
Well done to our students on a fantastic term of learning. Enjoy the holiday break and we look forward to
hopefully welcoming our students back for another busy term on Wednesday, the 15th of April.
NAPLAN
NAPLAN has been cancelled for 2020.
Holy Week Walk Through
Due to keeping public events out of our curriculum, we did not have our annual ‘Walk Through Holy
Week’. Instead, we have looked at the story of Holy Week and then completed some fun Easter activities in
our Buddy Groups.
Good Friday Appeal
Due to our early school closure, we could not run our Good Friday Appeal activities. We hope that you will
be able to find other ways to donate to this worthwhile cause. We raffled the large Easter egg donated by
Abdullah’s family on Monday between all the students at school. Congratulations to Sebastian, who was the
lucky winner!

TA Meetings
Our TA meetings were scheduled for week two of next term. We have made the decision to reduce our
social contact as much as possible. This means we will not be having our usual TA meetings next term.
Instead, teachers will set goals for your children and the students will then set their own personal goal with
their teacher and the TA format will be sent home. We then ask if you and your child can set a goal and
email this back to us. Of course, we are still available, as we always are, and we ask you to contact us if you
have any worries, concerns or need to discuss your child’s progress.
Term 2
We hope to see everyone back at school on Wednesday the 15th April, but will have to wait and see what is
happening in Australia! This week we have been preparing for the possibility of remote schooling. We thank
you for all of your support this term and wish you all a safe, happy and holy Easter and holiday. Stay safe
and well!
Have a great week everyone!
Liz, Bridgette, Megan, Sam D, Sam G, Sue, Chris & Tim.
Catholic Identity Report – by Liz Tang, REL.

On the middle Sunday of the holidays, we celebrate Palm
Sunday. It is the final Sunday of Lent, the beginning of Holy
Week, and commemorates the triumphant arrival of Christ in
Jerusalem, days before he was crucified. On Palm Sunday,
church goers will often receive palm fronds which they use to
participate in the re-enactment of Christ's arrival in Jerusalem.
In the Gospels, Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a young
donkey, and to the lavish praise of the townspeople who threw
clothes, or possibly palms or small branches, in front of him as
a sign of homage. This was a customary practice for people of
great respect. Palm branches are a widely recognized symbol
of peace and victory, hence their preferred use on Palm
Sunday. The use of a donkey instead of a horse is highly
symbolic, it represents the humble arrival of someone in peace,
as opposed to arriving on a steed in war.
During the Palm Sunday Mass, palms are distributed to parishioners who carry
them into church. The palms are blessed and many people will fashion them
into small crosses or other items of personal devotion. These may be returned to
the church, or kept for the year.

In the last week of the holidays, we celebrate Holy Week in our Catholic Church.
This leads us to the important Christian Festival of Easter. Holy Thursday is where
Jesus shared his last meal with his friends, the Apostles, known as the Last Supper.
It is from this meal that the breaking of bread and
the Eucharist, is celebrated at Mass each week.
Then we have Good Friday, where Jesus was put to death, on a cross. The
Christian symbol of the cross is well recognised throughout the world.
All of these events lead up to Easter Sunday,
the most important day in the Christian calendar. It is the day we celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus.

The children learnt about these special events in their Religion lessons.
So why do we have eggs at Easter time and why the Easter bunny?
In many cultures around the world, the egg is a symbol of new life, fertility and rebirth. For
Christians, the Easter egg is symbolic of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
The story of the Easter Bunny is thought
to have become common in the 19th
Century. Rabbits usually give birth to a
big litter of babies (called kittens), so
they became a symbol of new life.
Legend has it that the Easter Bunny lays, decorates and hides
eggs as they are also a symbol of new life.

Our Project Compassion box for Caritas, will be collected and the money raised will be sent off to this
worthwhile aid agency.
Our Catholic Identity focus for the week after the holidays is: to think about the events that took place in Holy Week.
We will show our understanding of Holy Week. We know that it begins with Palm Sunday and then takes us through
Holy Thursday, Good Friday and then the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday.
I would like to wish you all a safe, happy and holy Easter and a relaxing holiday with your family and friends. Enjoy
the break from the usual routines! Stay well!

KIDSPEAK
APRIL 2020
ST. JOSEPH’S NAGAMBIE
We have had a fantastic start to the 2020 school year here at St. Joseph’s.
All the children settled in well and we welcomed several children, and their families, into our school
community.
We have celebrated the beginning of the year with a school mass and a BBQ tea to welcome everyone.
We went to see the riders off from Mitchelton, in the Jayco Herald Sun Tour.
Our senior class celebrated a special Leadership Day with other schools in the diocese, where they heard
from many inspirational speakers.
We enjoyed our own swimming sports and then had children participate in the District and Divisional sports.
We began the season of Lent in the church year, by supporting Caritas with a pancake morning tea on
Shrove Tuesday and then celebrated mass on Ash Wednesday.
We had a fabulous cooking morning with some of our mums and then DINED, ate lunch, together.
We celebrated our Feast Day, St. Joseph, with some activities together in our buddy groups and a yummy
hot chip lunch!
We are looking forward to term 2 and all of the learning that will come our way. Happy Easter from
everyone at St. Joseph’s!

Opening Mass

Jayco Herald Sun Tour

ST JOSEPHS FEAST DAY

SWIMMING SPORTS

SPECIAL LUNCHES WITH PARENTS

SWIMMING LESSONS

