St. Joseph’ s School is a child safe school
Newsletter No 3

Thursday 13th February 2020
Our Prayer for this Week.

The Josephite sisters, founded by Saint Mary MacKillop, started our school in 1922. Our prayer this week is
attributed to her.

St Joseph’s School is a Catholic Community in the Josephite tradition where we learn and grow in the
Spirit together.
St Joseph’s School acknowledges the Taungurng people, the traditional custodians
of the land on which our school is situated. We commit ourselves to actively work
alongside Aboriginal people for reconciliation and justice.
Welcome to the end of Week 2 of Term 1

Welcome to the end of Week 3 of Term 1
I am at my best when I am being Friendly, Respectful and a Positive Learner

Opening School Evening
I would like to take this opportunity to thanks to all who were able to attend our gathering Tuesday night.
We had a great roll up of families. I would also like to thank the staff for their input, whether it be
explaining parts of our curriculum or cooking the BBQ. The commitment of our staff to St Joseph’s School
is so strong and dedicated. The unseen actions they perform are immense.
The School Board.
I would like to thank Nicky McKeown for taking on the role of Board Chair for the 2020 school year and
beyond. As I said in my letter to all our families last week the board is an advisory board. Its role is to
question, make suggestions and endorse policies and procedures that affect the running of the school. The
membership of the Board is as follows. Fr Tony Hill, Parish Priest, Leo Jones, Principal, Nicky McKeown,
Board Chair, Phil Close, parent rep, Brad Thompson, parent rep, Rhonda Robinson, parish rep, Janelle
O’Dwyer, Admin Officer and a member of the teaching staff.
Outcome of Local Schools Community Fund Application
At the end of last year I applied for and was successful in obtaining a grant to put shade sails on the western
end of the school. This will give us a larger shaded eating area and shade for our drinking taps. I haven't
been able to announce it as I had to wait for official confirmation.
The grant has now come through so now we are able to proceed.
I am pleased to inform you of the success of your school’s project application under the Local Schools
Community Fund (the Fund). The details of your approved project are as follows:
Project and funding details

School
Name

Campus
Name

Project Title

Project Description

Approved
Funding

St Joseph's
School

St Joseph's
School

Erecting Shade Sails on the
western end of the school
building

Purchase of shade structure
on one side of building

$15,000

You may now commence your approved project. Please note, if you commenced your project before receipt
of this letter, your project is ineligible for funding and you must contact the Australian Government
Department of Education at localschoolscommunityfund@education.gov.au.
I am now in the process of getting quotes again as it is $5000 less than what I applied for.
Bushfire Fundraiser.
Thank you to all who contributed to our Bushfire Fundraiser last week. We raised just over $400, which will
be given to St Vincent DePaul to distribute as they see fit. A great effort from our little school. And well
done to the F12 class, they won the challenge by at least 3 metres!.
Uniform.
At the end of 2019 we reviewed our uniform policy. This came about after we had some professional
development around gender issues and working towards being a gender equitable school. We also listened to
the students' concerns around uniform and what they can and cant wear. We have streamlined our uniform
and have made it as simple as possible. Last night the Board endorsed these changes. Attached to this
newsletter is a copy of our revised uniform. It makes it so much easier for our families to comply with our
uniform, so we ask that you as parents support us in having the children follow the uniform policy. We will
also give each of our 3/4/5/6 students a copy so they can be responsible for what they wear to school.
REMINDER
Next Thursday immediately after school,(3.30) there will be a laptop session for all the 3/4/5/6 students
and an adult from their family. THIS IS A COMPULSORY SESSION FOR ALL STUDENTS IF
THEY WISH TO GET THEIR LAPTOP LICENCE FOR 2020. This licence means that they
understand the responsibilities they have when using their laptop at school and if in 4/5/6, at home.
Assembly
Next Monday our Assembly will be held at 2.55 in the afternoon. All welcome.
Prayers
This week we pray for all the families affected by the bushfires across the eastern seaboard of Australia. If
you have anyone that you would like us to pray for, then please let us know.

Pupil Free Days (At this Stage)
Jan 29th Staff PD
April 20th Staff Maths day.
June 16th (Tuesday) Staff development.
November 2nd Day before Cup day. Report/TA writing.
November 23rd Planning Day.

St. Joseph’s Calendar
February
13th P and F meeting
13th National Sorry Day
14th Valentines Day.
19th District Swimming.
19th Leo at Leadership day
21st International Mother Language day
25th Shrove Tuesday.
26th Ash Wednesday
27th Division Swimming
March
3rd A3 Network day- Bridgette.
4th Regional Swimming
4th Leo and Janelle. Complispace here at school
9th Labour Day Holiday.
10th to the 13th Swimming F1,2,3.
16th to 20th Swimming 4,5,6.
18th Board Meeting
19th St Joseph’s Feast Day
21st Harmony Day
25th Walk through Holy Week
27th Last day term 1.30 finish.
April
14th Start Term 2

Classroom News - Term 1, Week 3
Laptop Information Session
On Thursday, the 20th of February, at 3:30pm, we will have our Laptop Information Session after school in
the grade 3/4 classroom. All parents of children in grades 3-6, are asked to attend so that their children can
then receive their laptop and headphone licence. Please note that there was an error in the note that went
home.
Leadership Day
The Grade 5/6 students had a great day yesterday at the Leadership Day. They heard from a lot of
motivational speakers on the day. Ask your children to tell you something that they took away from the
day!
Sacrament of Reconciliation
On Wednesday the 26 February, we have our first Faith Formation and Information night in relation to the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Any parents are welcome to attend this meeting, but we especially invite the
parents of children who are intending to make this sacrament. It will be held at 5:30 p.m. in the F/1/2 room.
Please bring your diary along so that we can put in place future dates.
th

Jumpers
There are currently a large number of jumpers, without names, in the tub in the classroom foyer. A few are
fairly new, if your child is missing a jumper please come and check the tub.
Swimming Carnival
The Swimming Carnival took place today. Please see next week’s newsletter for a full report.

Have a great week everyone!
Liz, Bridgette, Megan, Sam D, Sam G, Sue, Chris & Tim.

In our Inquiry lessons this term we will be covering Foundation/One/Two
 Students are participants in their own history.
 Students understand that their past helps to shape who they are now.
 Students have an understanding of the history of their local area within Australia and a little of
Australia’s history.
 Students are aware of the significant days of celebration in Australia and why we celebrate them.
Grade 3/4
 Students are aware that their past shapes who they are and will help to define their future.
 Students have an awareness of the significant events that have helped to shape our past and why we
still celebrate them now.
 Students are aware of some of the people who have shaped our past and made us who we are today.
Grade 5/6
 Students are aware that their past shapes who they are and will help to define their future.
 Students have an awareness of the significant events that have helped to shape our past and why we
still celebrate them now.
Students are aware of some of the people who have shaped our past and made us who we are today.
**Book Club Update**
Hi Everyone – Catalogues for book club were sent home with the children last Friday. It would
be great if we could have them returned to school by Monday 17th Feb. You are more than
welcome to browse the catalogue and make your purchases online
at https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/parent.aspx – the books will arrive with the rest of
the orders. The current issue is Issue #1. Chelsea Young will be coordinating the book club
orders again this year. Feel free to get in touch with her if you have any queries. Thanks Heaps.

Tabilk Junior Football Netball Club
Clinic, BBQ and Club Registration Day 16th February 10:00am at Avenel Rec Reserve.
- Netball teams U11,U13 & U15’s
- Football teams U10,U12 & U14’s
To all present players and new family’s you are invited to come and join in our specialised coaching day.
Football and Netball clinics will commence at 10:00am followed by a family BBQ, meet and greet coach’s and club
registration. Information on the draw and insurance will be also be provided.
Netball Coordinator- Monique Kidd 0437121176
Football - Jack Smyth 0417363664
We would love to see you all there.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND

Invest in your most precious asset......Your Marriage!
Married couples, come and learn how to keep/rekindle the passion in your relationship and how to keep your love
growing! The weekend is based around Catholic values but couples of all faiths are welcome.
Next weekend is on 17–19 April 2020 in Melbourne
Other weekends on 17-19 July and 13-15 November 2020
Starts 7pm on Friday. Ends 5pm Sunday. Accommodation and all meals provided.
Information/Bookings: Phone Mercy & James 0409 183 676 or
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au Website: wwme.org.au

Catholic Identity Report – by Liz Tang, REL.
We have settled into the new school year and the children are establishing great routines. One of those routines is
beginning the day with a prayer, after we finish our reading.
We are continuing to work on our PBIS values and the children are responding well to
our weekly focus. We thank them for their positive contribution to building our school
community.
On Wednesday the 26th February, we have our first Faith Formation and Information
night in relation to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Any parents are welcome to attend
this meeting, but we especially invite the parents of children who are intending to
make this sacrament. It will be held at 5:30 p.m. in the F/1/2 room. Please bring your
diary along so that we can put in place future dates.
Our Catholic Identity focus for next week is: Let us think,
this week, about the traditions of our Church and faith.
What are some of these traditions that we follow?






Praying each day
Sacraments
Going to Mass
Responding to the Mass

We will reflect on how these traditions help us to grow in our faith and as a person.

Welcome to St Joseph’s School. Damian is our IT. Feel free to give him a warm welcome.

Student of the Week - T1, W3
Date: Monday, the 10th of February
F/1/2
Presented To: Morgan
For the amazing attitude that he has towards school life and the terrific
example that he sets in the classroom. Well done!
Grade 3/4
Presented To: James
For the way he has taken responsibility for his learning and giving his best in
all areas of learning. Well done!
Grade 5/6
Presented To: Grace
For the effort she has put into her work so far and the wonderful way that she
has settled back into our school community. Well done!

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund





The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to attend activities like:
school camps or trips
swimming and school-organised sport programs
outdoor education programs
excursions and incursions.
From 2020, the Victorian Government is investing an additional $160.9 million for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund over
the next four years. This funding will help ensure more than 220,000 government and non-government students from lowerincome families are able to participate in camps, sports and excursions each year.

Who can apply
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. A Special Consideration
category also exists. Schools can receive applications from families over term one and two.
Families can list more than one student in the one application form if they are attending the same school.

Eligibility
1.
o
o
2.

The applicant must be one of the following:
a parent/carer (of the relevant student) who is:
on the first day of term one (28 January 2020) or the first day of term two (14 April 2020) an eligible beneficiary of either a
Centrelink Health Care Card or a Pensioner Concession Card; or
an eligible beneficiary of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card; or
a temporary foster carer; or
The parent/carer must submit an application to the school prior to the end of term 2.
Parents/carer who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a student, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by
Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF payment unless they also meet the above eligibility criterion.
Where the parent/carer is seeking eligibility based on holding a Centrelink Health Care Card or a Pensioner Concession Card,
eligibility will be determined when the relevant concession card successfully validates with Centrelink on either the first day of
term one or term two.
If the eligible card is in the name of the student, the fund is only granted to that student, not their siblings.
►Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend a Victorian school
For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a registered Victorian school. Typically, these
students are aged between five and 18 years.
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age.

Payment amounts






Payments amounts for 2020 are:
$125 per year for eligible primary school students
For ungraded students, the rate is determined by the Date of Birth
$125 per year for students born on or after 1/7/2008
$225 per year for students born on or before 30/6/2008
Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the student.
from March onwards each year where the parent/carer’s concession card is assessed as valid on the first day of term 1; and
during term 2 where the parent/carer’s concession card is assessed as valid on the first day of term 2.
Applications can be received over term one and two. Payments are for the application year and cannot be claimed for previous
years.

Submitting an application



Each year the CSEF system is open for schools to enter applications from the start of term 1. Parents/carers wishing to apply for
CSEF payments for 2020 must submit their application form to the relevant school before the last day of term 2.
However, a parent/carer will only be required to submit an application form to the school in the following circumstances:
the parent/carer is applying for the CSEF payment for the first time – i.e. an application form was not lodged with the school in
the previous year; or
circumstances have changed – e.g. there has been a change in the care arrangement of the student, a change of name or CRN, or a
new sibling has commenced at the school and the parent/carer wishes to apply for the CSEF payment for the new sibling also.
Where a parent/carer is not required to submit a new application, schools can copy the previous year’s application on the CSEF
system to the current school year.
Schools must retain application forms for a minimum of seven years.
CSEF applications may be audited by the Department.
Further information about processing application see Manage Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund

Application forms can be collected at the school office.

If there's shared custody
The CSEF system only allows one application per student. Parents/carers in shared custody situations (who both hold a concession
card) must decide beforehand who applies for the CSEF at the school on behalf of the relevant student.
The CSEF is for the benefit of the parent who is in receipt of the CSEF.
Schools are not required to arbitrate this decision.
Schools can contact the Department's CSEF helpdesk for advice on 1800 060 970 or at csef@edumail.vic.gov.au

School Uniform
Items available from the school uniform shop are marked with an asterix (*)

Uniform Navy shorts or pants (with no visible branding) *Navy/Ice blue polo shirt (with school logo) White
socks (with no visible branding) Black polishable shoes or runners *School hat (compulsory when the UV index
is above 2) * Royal-blue jumper (with school logo)

Sports Uniform * Navy/Ice blue polo shirt (with school logo) Winter - Navy-blue tracksuit pants (with no
visible branding) Summer - Navy-blue shorts (with no visible branding) White socks (with no visible branding)
Running shoes *Royal-blue jumper (with school logo) *School hat (compulsory when the UV index is above 2)

Optional Items Blue and white check school dress Sunglasses Beanies Royal-blue jacket Royal-blue vest Grade 6
navy/ice blue polo shirt with printed design on the back (must be ordered at the end of grade 5, and printing paid
for before delivery) Royal-blue scarf Winter kilt (While available) Black or navy-blue stockings or knee-socks
Navy blue skort Grey shorts / pants

Personal Items/Appearance
Students are expected to be well groomed and neatly presented each day in accordance with the following:
Jewellery
A watch Earrings (these must be unobtrusive, small in size and have a secure backing). A religious token if of
significance to your faith.
Makeup/Nails
No cosmetics, including nail-polish, should be worn. Fingernails must be neatly trimmed and suitable for outdoor
activities.
Hairstyles
Hair that falls past the top of the collar must be neatly tied back. Hair accessories are to be navy blue, royal blue,
orange, black or white.
School Expectations in relation to the wearing of the School uniform:
Students are expected to be in full and correct school uniform in accordance with the St. Joseph's School
Uniform code. Students are required to wear their sports uniform on days when they have sport. The dress code
applies during school hours, travelling to and from school, and on school excursions. The school uniform should
be worn appropriately at all times. The school uniform should be maintained and in good repair at all times.
Parents have the responsibility of ensuring children wear the correct uniform. A written note from
parents/guardian is expected each day that students are out of uniform. When students are out of uniform, and no
note of explanation from parents/guardians is produced, staff will contact parents/guardians to ask for an
explanation.


Elements of this policy will be regularly included in the School Newsletter.

ST MALACHYS BULLENTINE
16 February 2020
th
6 Sunday in Ordinary Time – Follow God’s law.
Nagambie Masses and Devotions
Sunday: 9:25am Rosary & Chaplet of Divine Mercy,
Sunday: 10.00am Mass
Monday: 11:00am Rosary
4th Wednesday: 2:00pm Prayer service at Lakeview Hostel
BAPTISMS: by appointment on Saturdays or the 2nd or 4th Sunday

Avenel Masses and Devotions
Sunday: 6:00pm Mass
Rosary and Chaplet of Divine
Mercy after 6pm Mass on
Sunday evening

Next Sunday – 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
WEDNESDAY 19th Mass at 12:30pm
WEDNESDAY 26th February: Ash Wednesday Mass at 12:30pm
THURSDAY 27th February 1:30pm: Lenten Bible Study at St Malachy’s hall
FRIDAY 6th March: World Day of Prayer
FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK: Monday 17th The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order; Friday 21st St
Peter Damian; Saturday 22nd The Chair of St Peter the Apostle.
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur at this time, especially: Sandra Higgins, Catherine Flynn,
Ellen O’Dea, Florence Maher, David Johnstone, David Sanderson, John Desmond O’Dwyer, Jason Miller,
Maxwell Hanley, Amy Eastwood, John Joseph Gleeson, Fr Brian O’Dwyer, Sr Mary Griffiths, csb, Sime
(Sam) Prkic, Colleen McRedmond, Steve Taylor.
We pray for the sick especially: Neville Andrews, Patrick Cahill, Frank Boyer, Ted Palling, Joan Childs,
Vicki Cooney, Bridget Taylor, Ann Keating, Sr Frances Kennedy.
Catholic Church’s response to the bushfire crisis: Thank you to all who contributed so generously to this
appeal. St Malachy’s raised a total of $1285.00 which has been passed on to the Vinnies bushfire appeal.
Lenten Bible Study: The new 2020 Lenten resources for parishes and schools, Be Opened – A journey to
new life, will nurture the spirituality of parishioners and deepen their knowledge of Scripture. We will run
this 6-week program in St Malachy’s hall on Thursdays starting Thursday 27th February at 1:30pm for
about an hour followed by a cuppa. Fr Tony is purchasing booklets and DVD support for us at a cost of
$10 per person. Please let Sally know as soon as possible if you are interested. 0408 141 969
New Handrails: Thank you to Rhonda and her husband for putting up the new handrails to the sanctuary.
Raffle: Thank you to all who helped out with last week’s raffle.
Children: Parents are reminded that there are always gospel related pictures for the children to colour in.
You can find them at the back of the church with the crayons. There are also some books for the children
to borrow during Mass.
Bushfire Prayer: Father Tony has composed a prayer in response to the recent bushfires. It is printed on
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St Malachy’s is a safe parish where children and vulnerable adults are respected and protected from harm.
Children going to the toilet from the church must be accompanied by an adult family member.

Leadership Day

