St. Joseph’ s School is a child safe school
Newsletter No 2

Thursday 3rd February 2020

Our Prayer this week is pray for our students as they begin a new
school year.

St Joseph’s School is a Catholic Community in the Josephite tradition where we learn and grow in the
Spirit together.
St Joseph’s School acknowledges the Taungurng people, the traditional custodians
of the land on which our school is situated. We commit ourselves to actively work
alongside Aboriginal people for reconciliation and justice.

Welcome to the end of Week 2 of Term 1
I am at my best when I am being Friendly, Respectful and a Positive Learner
Yesterday the children had 2 events on that I need to congratulate them on. Firstly the children had the
opportunity to see the start of the Jayco Herald Sun road race. All the staff commented on how well the
children behaved and conducted themselves.
Then we had our Opening School Mass at 12.30. I was so proud of how well they behaved and participated
in the Mass, even the new students who have not been to church before, acted appropriately. I praised them
all and thanked them. They are a credit to you as parents and to the school.
We have 3 important meetings this coming week.
Tuesday is our open school information evening. This starts at 6pm with a chance for you to chat with
teachers and then with a 15minute session explaining a few things to you as parents and children. This is
then followed by a BBQ.
Wednesday we have our Board AGM which anyone is welcome to attend. This is at 6pm in the staff room.
As the letter said yesterday please consider coming along and possibly being a part of the Board.
Thursday we have our AGM for our P and F. Again a letter that went home yesterday explained what roles
are vacant and what the P and F does. Please consider putting your hand up to help in some way.
Testing
Over the next 2 weeks we will have casual relief teachers in the classrooms as Liz, Bridgette and Megan
carry out testing of the children. These tests involve literacy testing for all students and maths testing for all
our new students. This gives us benchmarks that we can then target our teaching to plan and direct it to tailor
the needs of individual students.
On the 11th of Feb we will have the classrooms open from 6pm onwards to give you a chance to have a look
and catch up with the teachers. Then at 6:15 we will all gather in one of the classrooms and we as teachers
will give a brief explanation on some of the subject areas. No more than 15min, I promise. Then from 6.30
we will have a sausage in bread with some salad provided by the school. A flyer went home advising of this
and an order form for the number of sausages for each family.
Assembly
Our assembly next week is at drop off time, first thing in the morning on Monday. This is due to a health
incursion for our 5/6 students. ASSEMBLY 8:50 MONDAY MORNING.
Prayers
This week we pray for all the families affected by the bushfires across the eastern seaboard of Australia. If
you have anyone that you would like us to pray for, then please let us know.

Pupil Free Days (At this Stage)
Jan 29th Staff PD
April 20th Staff Maths day.
June 16th (Tuesday) Staff development.
November 2nd Day before Cup day. Report/TA writing.
November 23rd Planning Day.

St. Joseph’s Calendar
February
11th Information Evening
12th Grade 6 Leadership day - Mooroopna
12th School Board AGM
13th St Joseph’s Swimming Sports
13th P and F meeting
13th National Sorry Day
14th Valentines Day.
19th District Swimming.
19th Leo at Leadership day
21st International Mother Language day
25th Shrove Tuesday/ Reconciliation Ceremony
26th Ash Wednesday
27th Division Swimming
March
3rd A3 Network day- Bridgette.
4th Regional Swimming
4th Leo and Janelle. Complispace
here at school
9th Labour Day Holiday.
10th to the 13th Swimming F1,2,3.
16th to 20th Swimming 4,5,6.
18th Board Meeting
19th St Joseph’s Feast Day
21st Harmony Day
25th Walk through Holy Week
27th Last day term 1.30 finish.
April
Start Term 2
**Book Club Update**
Hi Everyone – Catalogues for book club were sent home with the children last Friday. It would
be great if we could have them returned to school by Monday 17th Feb. You are more than
welcome to browse the catalogue and make your purchases online
at https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/parent.aspx – the books will arrive with the rest of
the orders. The current issue is Issue #1. Chelsea Young will be coordinating the book club
orders again this year. Feel free to get in touch with her if you have any queries. Thanks Heaps.

Tabilk Junior Football Netball Club
Clinic, BBQ and Club Registration Day 16th February 10:00am at Avenel Rec Reserve.
- Netball teams U11,U13 & U15’s
- Football teams U10,U12 & U14’s
To all present players and new family’s you are invited to come and join in our specialised coaching day.
Football and Netball clinics will commence at 10:00am followed by a family BBQ, meet and greet coach’s and club
registration. Information on the draw and insurance will be also be provided.
Netball Coordinator- Monique Kidd 0437121176
Football - Jack Smyth 0417363664
We would love to see you all there.

Classroom News - Term 1, Week 2
Assembly
Our assembly next week is at drop off time, first thing in the morning on Monday. This is due to a health
incursion for our 5/6 students.
Opening School Mass
We had our Opening School Mass yesterday. Our students did a great job of leading the Mass. Thank you to
those family members who came along. We look forward to seeing as many families as possible for our
School Open Night/BBQ on Tuesday, the 11th of February.
Laptop Information Session
On Thursday, the 20th of February, at 3:30pm, we will have our Laptop Information Session after school in
the grade 3/4 classroom. All parents of children in grades 3-6, are asked to attend so that their children can
then receive their laptop and headphone licence. Please note that there was an error in the note that went
home.
Leadership Day
Next Wednesday the 12th of February, the grade 5/6 students will participate in a Leadership Day at St.
Mary’s in Mooroopna with other grade 6 students from around the diocese. There are some great
motivational speakers and other fun activities for the children. Please see the note that went home for more
details.
Jumpers
There are currently a large number of jumpers, without names, in the tub in the classroom foyer. A few are
fairly new, if your child is missing a jumper please come and check the tub.
Swimming Carnival
Next Thursday, the 13th of February, we will have our annual Swimming Carnival at the Nagambie Pool. A
note has gone home with more details, please return ASAP.
Have a great week everyone!
Liz, Bridgette, Megan, Sam D, Sam G, Sue, Chris & Tim.

WHAT TO DO AT HOME TO SUPPORT LITERACY DEVELOPMENT?
Ensure your child is reading every night for 10-20 minutes (depending on their age). This is to be recorded
in their home reading diary, or online diary for grade 5/6.
Discuss with your child:
What happened in the text?
Deeper Comprehension:
What problems/complications/resolutions occurred?
How did the characters react to this and why?
How have the characters’ choices affected the plot?
Why do you think the author had that happen in the story?

Reading and discussing your thoughts on opinion pieces from the newspaper.
WHAT TO DO AT HOME TO SUPPORT NUMERACY DEVELOPMENT?
Practicing and chanting multiplication facts when driving.
Practicing addition facts to 10 or 20.
Adding, subtracting or multiplying number plates.
Estimating and justifying their calculations when shopping or enjoying take away.
“How Much is in My Pocket?”
Game where you tell your child the range of possibility (i.e. “I have between $20 and $100) and they must
narrow down the amount of money in your pocket using a maximum of 8 questions. eg. “Is it greater than
$50?” “Is it an odd number?” You can only answer with a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’!
HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED IN THE CLASSROOM?
Each morning, we have 10-15 minutes of reading in the classrooms. This can be quiet reading, small group
reading or even a whole class read to. We would love to have adults be a part of this reading time, so please
come in and join us from 8:50 am whenever you are available!
On Friday afternoons, the students have their Gardening/Sustainability Sessions. We would love for some
parent helpers during this time! The grade 5/6 students have their session from 11:30-12:10, grade 3/4 from
12:10-12:50, and the F/1/2 students from 12:50-:130. We hope to see you there!
Changes to the Timetable
To limit the interruptions to out Literacy and Numeracy sessions, the timetable for Friday’s has been
changed slightly. We now have a two hour Literacy block in the morning. To try to avoid the heat of the day
we will go outside at 11:30 and come in at 1:30, allowing two hours for our Science, Sport and Gardening
rotations, with a slightly later lunch. The day will end with one hour of Numeracy or Religion. Mass time
on a Wednesday is the same as last year with Mass now being at 12:30pm. Please feel free to come along to
Mass with us.
Catholic Identity Report – by Liz Tang, REL.
We had our Opening School Mass, yesterday. It was lovely to see those of
you who could make it along. My apologies that I was not there, as I had to
attend a PD in Shepparton. Our school leaders were presented to the school
and we look forward to working with them this year. We would like to
thank all the children who performed the different roles at Mass.
I would like to hear from anyone who would like their
child/ren to be involved in the Sacramental program this year. We usually offer Reconciliation &
Confirmation for our Year 3 students and First Holy Communion for our Year 4 students. Please let
me know as soon as possible, if you would like your children to be a part of the Sacramental program
this year.
Our Catholic Identity focus for next week is:
Let us think, this week, about being a Catholic School. We will reflect on what it means to be
Catholic and learn that all Christians believe in the one God. We will ask the children to
explore the symbols that we see around our school that make us Catholic. We will work
together to grow in the understanding of our faith and in respecting each other’s beliefs.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
WISHES TO

Gabby
Marion,
Alexis
&
Maddison

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund





The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to attend activities like:
school camps or trips
swimming and school-organised sport programs
outdoor education programs
excursions and incursions.
From 2020, the Victorian Government is investing an additional $160.9 million for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund over
the next four years. This funding will help ensure more than 220,000 government and non-government students from lowerincome families are able to participate in camps, sports and excursions each year.

Who can apply
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. A Special Consideration
category also exists. Schools can receive applications from families over term one and two.
Families can list more than one student in the one application form if they are attending the same school.

Eligibility
1.
o
o
2.

The applicant must be one of the following:
a parent/carer (of the relevant student) who is:
on the first day of term one (28 January 2020) or the first day of term two (14 April 2020) an eligible beneficiary of either a
Centrelink Health Care Card or a Pensioner Concession Card; or
an eligible beneficiary of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card; or
a temporary foster carer; or
The parent/carer must submit an application to the school prior to the end of term 2.
Parents/carer who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a student, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by
Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF payment unless they also meet the above eligibility criterion.
Where the parent/carer is seeking eligibility based on holding a Centrelink Health Care Card or a Pensioner Concession Card,
eligibility will be determined when the relevant concession card successfully validates with Centrelink on either the first day of
term one or term two.
If the eligible card is in the name of the student, the fund is only granted to that student, not their siblings.
►Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend a Victorian school
For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a registered Victorian school. Typically, these
students are aged between five and 18 years.
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age.

Payment amounts






Payments amounts for 2020 are:
$125 per year for eligible primary school students
For ungraded students, the rate is determined by the Date of Birth
$125 per year for students born on or after 1/7/2008
$225 per year for students born on or before 30/6/2008
Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the student.
from March onwards each year where the parent/carer’s concession card is assessed as valid on the first day of term 1; and
during term 2 where the parent/carer’s concession card is assessed as valid on the first day of term 2.
Applications can be received over term one and two. Payments are for the application year and cannot be claimed for previous
years.

Submitting an application



Each year the CSEF system is open for schools to enter applications from the start of term 1. Parents/carers wishing to apply for
CSEF payments for 2020 must submit their application form to the relevant school before the last day of term 2.
However, a parent/carer will only be required to submit an application form to the school in the following circumstances:
the parent/carer is applying for the CSEF payment for the first time – i.e. an application form was not lodged with the school in
the previous year; or
circumstances have changed – e.g. there has been a change in the care arrangement of the student, a change of name or CRN, or a
new sibling has commenced at the school and the parent/carer wishes to apply for the CSEF payment for the new sibling also.
Where a parent/carer is not required to submit a new application, schools can copy the previous year’s application on the CSEF
system to the current school year.
Schools must retain application forms for a minimum of seven years.
CSEF applications may be audited by the Department.
Further information about processing application see Manage Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund

Application forms can be collected at the school office.

If there's shared custody
The CSEF system only allows one application per student. Parents/carers in shared custody situations (who both hold a concession
card) must decide beforehand who applies for the CSEF at the school on behalf of the relevant student.
The CSEF is for the benefit of the parent who is in receipt of the CSEF.
Schools are not required to arbitrate this decision.
Schools can contact the Department's CSEF helpdesk for advice on 1800 060 970 or at csef@edumail.vic.gov.au

ST MALACHYS BULLENTINE
9 February 2020
th
5 Sunday in Ordinary Time – Let your light shine.
Nagambie Masses and Devotions
Sunday: 9:25am Rosary & Chaplet of Divine Mercy,
Sunday: 10.00am Mass
Monday: 11:00am Rosary
4th Wednesday: 2:00pm Prayer service at Lakeview Hostel
BAPTISMS: by appointment on Saturdays or the 2nd or 4th Sunday

Avenel Masses and Devotions
Sunday: 6:00pm Mass
Rosary and Chaplet of Divine
Mercy after 6pm Mass on
Sunday evening

Next Sunday – 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
WEDNESDAY 12th Mass at 12:30pm
WEDNESDAY 26th February: Ash Wednesday Mass at 12:30pm
THURSDAY 27th February 1:30pm: Lenten Bible Study at St Malachy’s or in the Hall
FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK: Monday 10th St Scholastica, Tuesday 11th Our Lady of Lourdes; Friday 14th Sts
Cyril & Methodius.
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur at this time, especially: Sandra Higgins, Catherine Flynn,
Ellen O’Dea, Florence Maher, David Johnstone, David Sanderson, John Desmond O’Dwyer, Jason Miller,
Maxwell Hanley, Amy Eastwood, Mary Josephine Gleeson, John Joseph Gleeson, Fr Brian O’Dwyer.
We pray for the sick especially: Neville Andrews, Patrick Cahill, Frank Boyer, Ted Palling, Joan Childs,
Vicki Cooney, Bridget Taylor, Ann Keating.
Lenten Bible Study: The new 2020 Lenten resources for parishes and schools, Be Opened – A journey to
new life, will nurture the spirituality of parishioners and deepen their knowledge of Scripture. We will run
this 6-week program at St Malachy’s on Thursdays starting the day after Ash Wednesday which is
Thursday 27th February at 1:30pm for about an hour. Fr Tony will provide us with booklets and DVD
support. See Sally for further information. 0408 141 969
Our Lady of Lourdes: The feast day on February 11th marks the first apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary in
1858 to fourteen-year-old Marie Bernade (St. Bernadette) Soubirous. Between February 11 and July 16,
1858, the Blessed Virgin appeared eighteen times, and showed herself to St. Bernadette in the hollow of
the rock at Lourdes. On March 25 she said to the little shepherdess who was only fourteen years of age: "I
am the Immaculate Conception." Since then Lourdes has become a place of pilgrimage and many cures
and conversions have taken place. The message of Lourdes is a call to personal conversion, prayer, and
charity. (www.catholicculture.org)
MORNING TEA: On the first Sunday of each month the urn will be boiling after Mass for a
cuppa and fellowship.
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St Malachy’s is a safe parish where children and vulnerable adults are respected and protected from harm.

Children going to the toilet from the church must be accompanied by an adult family member.

2020 Grade 6’s reciting their ledge and receiving their leadership badges at
Opening Mass.

Herald Sun Jayco Tour

