Newsletter No 8

Thursday March 22, 2018

This Week our Prayer is focused on Palm Sunday which is the beginning of Holy Week.

St Joseph’s School is a Catholic Community in the Josephite tradition where we learn
and grow in the Spirit together.
St. Joseph’s School acknowledges the Taungurung people,
the traditional custodians of the land on which our school
is situated. We commit ourselves to actively work
alongside Aboriginal people for reconciliation and justice.

Welcome to the end of Week 8
Reconciliation
Next Wednesday at 6pm we will have a celebration of Reconciliation in our church for the three children who
will be making their First Reconciliation. All are welcome to attend the ceremony. There will be reconciliation
for adults following the three children. We pray for Eoin, Emma and Liam as they take another step on their
faith journey.
CARITAS
Next week is the last week for our CARITAS collection. If you have a project compassion box at home and
wish to include it with the schools please send to school early in the week so we can pass them on to the
Parish.

Last Day
Our last day for the term is next Thursday. We will finish at 1.30.
We will gather as a school at 12.45 to journey through the Holy Week events in preparation for Easter. All
parents are welcome to join us.
Nagambie Cemetery Visit
Next Wednesday our 5/6 students have been invited to sing the National Anthem at the unveiling of some
renovated graves of past serving police officers. The Chief Commissioner of Police will be in attendance.
Dress up day for Good Friday Appeal
Each year at this time we raise money for the Good Friday Appeal. This year the year 6’s came up with the
idea of the children paying a gold coin donation to come to school dressed in what their career might be in the
future. They will also have snacks available to purchase at lunchtime.
Teacher Advisory Meetings
Remember your TA meetings with your child’s teacher are on this Monday the 26th of March. This is a very
important component of our ongoing communication and partnership, as we work together on your child’s
educational journey. We expect to meet with all parents and children.
P and F Catering
We are catering at the Rowing Regatta on this Saturday the 24th of March. Thanks everyone for your support,
as this is a major fund-raiser for our school. There will be quick gathering for the volunteers on Friday at 9am.
Assembly
Assembly next week will be on Monday in the afternoon at 2.55pm.
Prayers
Please keep the 3 students preparing for Reconciliation in your prayers.
Yours sincerely,

Leo Jones

Reminders for next week
Mass of the Anointing at 12pm Monday.
Reconciliation Wednesday 6pm.
5/6 Cemetery Visit Wednesday 10am leave.
End of Term- Thursday 1.30.

St Joseph’s Calendar 2018
March
24th Rowing Regatta.
26th Teacher Advisory Meetings.8am to 7 pm.
28th First Reconciliation Celebration. - 6pm
29th Holy Thursday. Last day of term.
30th Good Friday.

April
1st Easter Sunday.

16th Start term 2. Pupil Free Staff Development day.
24th ANZAC ceremony for the students (To be confirmed).
25th ANZAC Day.

May
6th Rite of Enrolment for children preparing for First Eucharist.
7th to the 11th 5/6 at Melbourne Doxa Camp.
15th, 16th & 17th NAPLAN.
17th St Joseph’s Cross Country.
24th District Cross Country Murchison.
31st Division Cross Country Yea.

Classroom News - Term 1, Week 8
St. Joseph’s & St. Patrick’s Day Celebration
The students had a great morning on Monday, celebrating the St. Joseph’s Feast Day. They participated in
some craft and sport activities, and then shared a special snack of fruit and zooper doopers. It was great to see
everyone dressed in green to recognise St. Patrick’s Day as well!
Swimming Program
Tomorrow is the last day of our swimming lessons. Well done to all the students for their participation in the
program.
Sandhurst Switches Off
For an hour tomorrow morning, we will switch off all of our lights, air conditioners and electronic devices as
a symbol of our commitment to the preservation of God’s creation and to live in solidarity with those less
fortunate.
Lunch Orders
A reminder that there will be
lunch orders tomorrow.
TA Meetings
We have our TA Meetings on
Monday. If you have not made an
appointment, please see your
child/ren’s teacher ASAP. We
look forward to meeting with you
all on Monday to showcase some
of the work we have done this
term and set some goals.
Career Day & Bake Sale
Next Wednesday, the 28th of March, the grade 6 students have organised a fundraiser for the Good Friday
Appeal. It will be a ‘Career Day’, where children are asked to bring $1 and dress as what they would like to
be when they are older. Maybe a teacher, hairdresser, farmer, police officer… We will also be selling some
sweet treats at lunchtime for $1, all made by the grade 6 students.
5/6 Cemetery Visit
Next Wednesday, the 28th of March, the grade 5/6 students will be riding their bikes to the Nagambie
Cemetery. We have been invited by the Nagambie Police to attend a service for the refurbished graves of
Nagambie police officers who have died. The students will be singing the National Anthem. As this is the
same day as the ‘Career Day’, the grade 5/6 students need to bring their school uniform to change into before
we leave. A permission note has gone home about this. Please return ASAP.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
The children making their Reconciliation had their last small group meeting and practice this week. The
Sacrament will be celebrated on Wednesday, the 28th March, at 6:00pm. All are welcome to attend.
Something New for Our Newsletter
We are thinking of adding a new segment to our newsletter. It will be called ‘Photo of the Week’. It will be
aimed at the students, with a favourite photo of their choice, that they have taken. We will create a folder and
a photo will be selected for the newsletter each week. So we look forward to seeing your favourite pics. Please
email them to: sdoyle@sjnagambie.catholic.edu.au with the title ‘Photo of the Week’.
Have a great week everyone!
Liz, Bridgette, Megan, Sam D, Sam G, Sue, Chris & Tim.

It has been a very exciting week with our chickens hatching. We put 20 eggs in the incubator a few weeks
ago, and so far we have had 6 chickens hatch! We think there will be about 3 more to come. Our chickens
need to be kept in a special place where it is warm, about 37 degrees. We use a heat lamp to create the warmth.
They eat chicken crumble and drink water. The students have been thinking of some names for the chickens,
and we will have a vote once all the chickens have hatched. We have a variety of breeds, with 1 pekin bantam
and 5 mixed breed chickens from Janelle already hatching, and hopefully 1 silkie bantam to come! Please feel
free to come in and check them out.

We received this text from a parent about a past student
“Just wanted to let you know that Anthony just got a maths test back with excellent results!
So thank you and congratulations on your fantastic work teaching him and extending his
knowledge last year!”

FOR THE DIARY
We are having another Working Bee in the garden on April 28. Pruning
some of the trees and spreading mulch in the play grounds.

Catholic Identity Report – by Liz Tang, REC.
We continue the Lenten season in the church this week. Our Project
Compassion boxes for Caritas, will remain in the classrooms
throughout Lent, so if your child wants to donate any of their pocket
money to those less fortunate than we are, they may do so. Just before
the holidays we will count this money and send it off to this
worthwhile aid agency. Let us remember to keep working on our
Lenten promises.
This Sunday is Palm
Sunday. It is the final Sunday of Lent, the beginning of Holy
Week, and commemorates the triumphant arrival of Christ in
Jerusalem, days before he was crucified. On Palm Sunday,
church goers will often receive palm fronds which they use to
participate in the re-enactment of Christ's arrival in Jerusalem. In
the Gospels, Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a young donkey, and
to the lavish praise of the townspeople who threw clothes, or
possibly palms or small branches, in front of him as a sign of homage. This was a customary practice for
people of great respect. Palm branches are a widely recognized symbol of peace and victory, hence their
preferred use on Palm Sunday. The use of a donkey instead of a horse is highly symbolic, it represents the
humble arrival of someone in peace, as opposed to arriving on a steed in war.
During the Palm Sunday Mass, palms are distributed to parishioners who
carry them into church. The palms are blessed and many people will
fashion them into small crosses or other items of personal devotion.
These may be returned to the church, or kept for the year.
The children have begun to look at the events of Holy Week, in this important season in the Church year.
Next Thursday, the 29th March, at 12:45 p.m., the children will portray these events in a special liturgy. We
welcome you to come along and see these events unfold as the children retell them.
Next Wednesday, the 28th March, at 6:00 p.m., Eoin, Liam & Emma will celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. We wish them well.
We would like to thank Terry & Sally from the parish, who have worked with the
children during their preparation. Their support has been invaluable.
There will be a parish celebration of Reconciliation after the children’s liturgy.
Our Catholic Identity focus for next week is: to think about the events that took place in
Holy Week.
We will show our understanding of Holy Week. We know that it begins with Palm Sunday and then takes us
through Holy Thursday, Good Friday and then the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday. The
children will retell these events next Thursday, through their liturgy.

Student of the Week - T1, W8
Date: Monday, the 19th of March
F/1/2
Presented to: James McKeown
For his consistent effort and approach with all of his work and for his enjoyment of reading the Zac
Power books. Well done!
Presented to: Scarlett Kliemt
For the wonderful effort that she
put into her swimming lessons
and the skills that she showed.
Well done!
Grade 3/4
Presented to: Maxwell PohlSkillicorn
For his outstanding job at
swimming last week. He has
really worked on developing his
skills and his confidence. Terrific
effort!
Grade 5/6
Presented to: Hugh McKeown
For showing great leadership and
helping others with altar serving.
Well done!
Principal's Award
Presented to: Tom Mason
For his positive attitude towards
school.

CHILDREN’S CHATTER MATTERS
In order to prepare for the language & learning demands of the
school environment, children need ample time and opportunity
to engage meaningful interactions with their family.
In each weekly newsletter this year, our school’s Speech
Pathologist will provide some “family friendly”, fun oral
language tasks aimed to enhance learning and literacy skills.

Ten activities will be provided each term focusing on key areas of oral language supporting
literacy, learning and socialising. Feel free to adjust these activities according to your
child’s grade level.
The following link is to the most comprehensive website available that provides parents with
activities that are free, easily accessible and enjoyable. Each activity has been carefully
selected to reflect the highest quality, up-to-date research evidence on early literacy
development. There is also advice for parents who are concerned about their child’s reading
and language development.
http://www.fivefromfive.org.au/parent-resources/

If you have any questions you can speak to Leo .
Good luck and most importantly, enjoy this very special time with your child.
9. Objective - The child will be able to join (blend) sounds to make words.
Activity Instructions – Adult to say the instruction e.g. “Let’s join the sounds to make a word?” and the
child says the correct word. For example; sh-ir-t = shirt. Remember, to say the sounds correctly and clearly
so your child can blend them together to make a word.
When giving instructions to your child ask them to guess the word by blending the sounds together. For
example; put your s-o-ck-s in the b-l-ue drawer.
Other examples include: /h/ /o/ /t/ (hot), /w/ /e/ /t/ (wet), /p/ /a/ /t/ (pat), /m/ /a/ /p/ (map), /c/ /o/ /l/ /d/ (cold),
/c/ /a/ /m/ /p/ (camp), /b/ /o/ /l/ /t/ (bolt), /b/ /r/ /u/ /sh/ (brush) etc.

Teacher Advisory Meetings
The smooth running of our TA Meetings rely on all parents keeping to the timetable.
Please consider other parents and end on time as each meeting is for 20 minutes. If you
need more time with a particular teacher, please arrange a separate meeting.
F/1/2 meetings will be in the front meeting room.
3/4 meetings will be in the library/art room.
5/6 meetings will be in the staff room.
The students need to attend these meetings so please collect your child from their class
when it is your appointment time.
Before coming to the TA Meeting please have a conversation with your child around
the goals they need to set for next term.
Please contact the school on 5794 2608 if you need further information or cannot attend
your child's TA meeting.

The students were very
excited with the chickens
hatching!

The students made a
mandala in the garden
yesterday

Welcomer

Sacristan

25/3
Terry

Alice

EASTER
VIGIL

Altar
Setter
Julie

Readings
1&2
Terry

Psalm/
Prayer
Sue T

Gifts
Celia/Loretta

Special
Ministers
Claire/Julie
Hostel – Julie

Cleaning
Deane/Marianna

Please see Sue to volunteer for this Saturday evening Mass.

Junior Netball
2018 First Training and Registration
For Nagambie players will be held on 20th April @ 4:30 - 5:30pm at Nagambie Recreation Reserve.
Registration costs will be $85 per player. This includes $53 VNA (insurance) and $32 club fees.
VNA registration this year now has to be entered online.
We will have the site for everyone to go to soon.
Any questions please call Rose 0429914999 or Nicole 0459 133 037

Euroa Hockey Club’s Junior Hockey 2018 season
is beginning with

3 FREE Come and Try Session
for New and Returning Juniors Aged 7 & above

Monday 26th March; April 16th and 23rd, 4.15 to 5.15pm
Euroa Friendlies Oval, cnr. Tarcombe & Gobur Sts, Euroa
Bring runners, water bottle (mouthguard if you have one). All other equipment
provided.
For more information contact: Chris 0417359723 or Anne 0458110711

