Newsletter No 7

Thursday March 15, 2018

Prayer for this week
As this Saturday is St Patrick’s Feast Day. Our prayer for this week is one that has been attributed to
St Patrick. It is a beautiful prayer, especially when sung. For those celebrating their Irish
heritage, may they have a pleasant day on Saturday.

St Joseph’s School is a Catholic Community in the Josephite tradition where we learn
and grow in the Spirit together.
St. Joseph’s School acknowledges the Taungurung people,
the traditional custodians of the land on which our school
is situated. We commit ourselves to actively work
alongside Aboriginal people for reconciliation and justice.

Welcome to the end of Week 7
Well Done
Congratulations to our year 6 leaders for the way they welcomed the members of the Sandhurst Catholic
Education Council to our school. The tasty lunch was catered for by our P & F, thank you very much for those
who were able to help. The year 6 students gave them a tour of our school and told them about how we
operate. Job well done, everyone!

Administration Building Refurbishment
At the end of last year I informed you that we were successful in our grant application to refurbish our Admin
building. I and others have met with the Architect on a number of times and have arrived at our final design.
We are about to advertise for tenders. Attached to the newsletter is a plan of what we propose. If you would
like further information please don’t hesitate to ask.
Teacher Advisory Meetings
Remember to book in for a meeting with your child’s teacher for the 26th of March. This is a very important
component of our ongoing communication and partnership, as we work together on your child’s educational
journey. We expect to meet with all parents and children. If you need any assistance in booking a time, then
please don’t hesitate to ask.
P and F Catering
We are catering at the rowing regatta on Saturday the 24th of March. A note went home about this last week.
Please respond if you are able assist as we need some more helpers, even if it is just for a few hours.
Thanks everyone for your support, as this is a major fund-raiser for our school.
St. Joseph’s Feast Day
On Monday, the students will enjoy a morning of activities to celebrate the Feast Day of St. Joseph. Our school
is named after St. Joseph and we mark this day each year. We will have a prayer for St. Joseph at assembly
and then some activities and then morning tea. As Saturday is St. Patrick’s Day, we would like the children
to wear a touch of green on Monday, as well. (No hair colour please, as the children have swimming in the
afternoon).
Laptops
At the end of June this year, we have one of our Laptop leases expiring and we will be starting a new lease.
We can either buy them for $400 each, or return them. If any families wish to purchase one, then they need to
give their name to Janelle and pay the $400 to secure the laptop. The Laptops are MacBook Airs with the
following specifications.

Swimming
Our F/1/2/3 students have had a great week so far and have been trying really hard to improve their skills. Our
4/5/6 students will have their turn next week. This is an important component of our Phys Ed program and we
appreciate the enthusiasm that has been shown by the students.
Assembly
Assembly next week will be on Monday first thing in the morning (8:50 a.m.) because of swimming.

Prayers
Please keep the 3 students preparing for Reconciliation in your prayers.
Yours sincerely,

Leo Jones

Reminders for next week
Assembly Monday at 8.55.
Swimming for 4/5/6 starts Monday.
St Joseph’s Calendar 2018
March
19th to the 23rd 4/5/6 swimming each day.
19th St Joseph’s Feast Day Celebration.
21st Board meeting.
24th Rowing Regatta Fundraiser.
26th Teacher Advisory Meetings.8am to 7 pm.
28th First Reconciliation Celebration. - 6pm
29th Holy Thursday. Last day of term.
30th Good Friday.

April
1st Easter Sunday.
16th Start term 2. Pupil Free Staff Development day.

Classroom News - Term 1, Week 7
St. Joseph’s & St. Patrick’s Day Celebration
Next Monday, the 19th March, we celebrate the feast day of St. Joseph, the husband of Mary. As our school
is named after St. Joseph, we will have a special celebration on this day. We will begin the day with assembly,
as there is swimming in the afternoon. After assembly, the children will rotate through some special activities
and then have some fruit and a zooper dooper for morning tea. These activities will run until play time and
then in the afternoon, the children in grades F - 3 will enjoy completing some St. Patrick’s Day activities, as
it is the wonderful feast day of St. Patrick, this Saturday, the 17th March. This will be done while the older
children are swimming. The children can wear something green on Monday, but the older children must
remember that they are swimming, so NO hair colour please.
Swimming Program
Our swimming program started this week, with the F/1/2/3 students enjoying their lessons. Tomorrow will be
their last session. Next week, the 4/5/6 students will have their lessons.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
The children making their Reconciliation will have their last small group meeting and practice next week. The
Sacrament will be celebrated on Wednesday, the 28th March, at 6:00 pm. All are welcome to attend.
SCEC Meeting
This morning, we had some special people from the Sandhurst Diocese here for a meeting in the Hall. Thank
you to our grade 6 tour guides for showing them around the school.

Something New for Our Newsletter
We are thinking of adding a new segment to our newsletter. It will be called ‘Photo of the Week’. It will be
aimed at the students, with a favourite photo of their choice, that they have taken. We will create a folder and
a photo will be selected for the newsletter each week. So we look forward to seeing your favourite pics. Please
email them to: sdoyle@sjnagambie.catholic.edu.au with the title ‘Photo of the Week’.
Have a great week everyone!
Liz, Bridgette, Megan, Sam D, Sam G, Sue, Chris & Tim.

The grade 5/6 students were lucky enough to have a special visit from Sienna’s grandparents on Friday.
Sienna’s grandfather, John, worked as a civil engineer and specialised in soil. He spoke to the students about
the different types of soil, how rocks are made, the different types of rocks, the makeup of our earth and the
importance of having good soil. The students got to look at different types of soil and rocks. John spoke to
the students about soil testing, and what it means if soil is acidic or alkaline. They then used the pH scale to
test some different soil types and see if the soil was acidic or alkaline. John said the soil should be a little on
the acidic side to grow foods, but some foods like the soil even more acidic - like strawberries. After adding
a chemical mixture to the soil, we watched it change colour. The soil turned purple if it was alkaline, green if
it was neutral or red if it was acidic. John added some ash to the soil to turn it purple (alkaline). The students
then asked some great questions. Thank you John and Joan for coming into our classroom - what a great
learning experience for the students!

Catholic Identity Report – by Liz Tang, REC
We continue the Lenten season in the church this week. Our Project
Compassion boxes for Caritas, will remain in the classrooms throughout
Lent, so if your child wants to donate any of their pocket money to those
less fortunate than we are, they may do so. Let us also remember to keep
working on our Lenten promises.
Coming up next Monday, the 19th March, we celebrate the Feast day of St.
Joseph. Our school took on the name of St. Joseph and we acknowledge this day
as a special day of celebration for our school. The children will celebrate with a
prayer to St. Joseph on Monday morning, then some activities and some morning
tea.
Joseph was a carpenter, a working man. Despite his humble work and means,
Joseph came from a royal lineage. We know Joseph was a compassionate and
caring man. We also know Joseph loved Jesus. His one concern was for the
safety of this child entrusted to him. Not only did he leave his home to protect
Jesus, but upon his return settled in the obscure town of Nazareth out of fear for
his life. When Jesus stayed in the Temple we are told Joseph (along with Mary)
searched with great anxiety for three days for him. We know Joseph respected
God.
Joseph is the patron saint of the dying because, assuming he died before Jesus' public life, he died with Jesus
and Mary close to him, the way we all would like to leave this earth.
Joseph is also patron saint of the Universal Church, families, fathers, expectant mothers (pregnant women),
travellers, immigrants, house sellers and buyers, craftsmen, engineers, and working people in general.
We celebrate two feast days for Joseph: March 19 for Joseph the Husband of Mary and May 1 for Joseph the
Worker.
On Monday, the children preparing for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, will hold their final small group meeting and then a
rehearsal for the Sacrament. We pray for Eoin, Emma and Liam, as
they continue to prepare for this Sacrament.
Our Catholic Identity focus for next week is: thinking about St. Joseph, whose feast day is the 19th March.
St. Joseph is the saint who our school is named after.

Who was St. Joseph? St. Joseph was the husband of Mary and the foster father of Jesus. He brought Jesus up
as his own child and taught him right from wrong. He was a carpenter in his lifetime. He is known as the
patron saint of fathers and workers.
Leadership Day
On Wednesday the 28th of February, the grade 5-6 Class went to St. Mary's Mooroopna for
the Leadership Day. We left Nagambie at 9:00am and got to Mooroopna at 9:50am. There
were schools there from Numurkah, Tongala, Shepparton, Kyabram, Nathalia, Cobram,
Rushworth, Mooroopna, Tatura and then there was our school too. The Leadership Day went
from 10am till 1:30pm. The first speaker was Monsignor Peter Jeffery and he said a few
prayers to start us of and welcomed the Gospel.
Then two kids from one of the schools came up and introduced Fablice Manirakiza, who is a
rapper and a refugee. Fablice comes from Burundi which is in Africa. Fablice was forced to
be a child soldier in the war when he was 11, both of Fablice’s parents died when he was just
8 years old. Fablice told us stories about how he had to be a leader and he sang a few raps
too.
After Fablice finished, next was a few year 12 students from St. Augustine's Kyabram,
Notre Dame College and St. Mary of the Angels Nathalia. They talked to us about what
leadership means to them as year 12’s.
The next speaker was Chloe McCardel, who is a marathon swimmer who has swam the English
channel 3 times non-stop and is now attempting a quadruple crossing. She talked to us about
never giving up on your dreams and that really inspired me. I think that might have been one
of my favourite quotes!
Our next speaker was Mr Paul Desmond who is the CEO of the Sandhurst Diocese and the
means he is the boss of all the teachers. Mr Desmond met a man called Deng Adut, who was a
child soldier and is a refugee from Sudan and is now a lawyer. Mr Desmond talked to us about
his responsibilities as the CEO of Sandhurst Diocese.
Last but not least was Father Rob Galea, singer and priest and he was also on the X Factor
singing “Don’t You Worry Child”. Father Rob sang us a few songs and also told us how to do a
squat. The quote on the day that I loved was from Father Rob Galea. He said, “Do it scared”.
Every quote that each speaker said had an effect on my leadership.
What a fun day!
By Jessie Perry

Chaplains Corner
It is exciting to hear that swimming has started for the F-3 class this week and that they are having a great
times. I really enjoy seeing how children are such natural learners and seem to embrace new experiences
with passion and excitement. I think this is what it means in Matthew 18 “This is the truth: unless you change
and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. In that kingdom, the most humble
who are most like this child are the greatest.” (Voice translation).
Children are able to see the world in a fresh and exciting way where every day is a new day and they are
enthusiastic to learn about the world around them. It can be a challenge at time to not become too adult, for
example, being cynical and critical. It is important to renew the sense of enthusiasm and positive thinking. I
hope that you can all see the world like the children do, in an exciting and interesting way.
Kind regards
From Tim

Teacher Advisory Meetings
The smooth running of our TA Meetings rely on all parents keeping to the timetable.
Please consider other parents and end on time as each meeting is for 20 minutes. If you
need more time with a particular teacher, please arrange a separate meeting.
F/1/2 meetings will be in the front meeting room.
3/4 meetings will be in the library/art room.
5/6 meetings will be in the staff room.
The students need to attend these meetings so please collect your child from their class
when it is your appointment time.
Before coming to the TA Meeting please have a conversation with your child around
the goals they need to set for next term.
Please contact the school on 5794 2608 if you need further information or cannot attend
your child's TA meeting.

P & F News
Rowing Regatta Fundraiser March 24, 2018
This is our most important fundraiser for the year.
Could you please return your “Call for Help” forms or
talk to Lauren or Alana if you can help.
We have plenty of bakers,
however we will need extra help on the day, half a day or a few hours on the day
would be helpful.
We also need help stacking fridges and prepping food on Friday.
Thank you

Mother’s Day Stall
The P & F are going to run a Mother’s Day Stall at the Nagambie Market, May 5, 2018
If you could please collect things such as ribbons, wrapping paper, little pots or tins or glass jars with
Lids, wool and plants to propagate.
Thank you

Subject:
Prepared by:
Date/ Time:
Participants:
Apologies:

P & F Meeting No. 2, 2018
A. Tranter
Thursday 8th March, 2018 9:00 am
Leo, Alana, Lauren, Deb, Sandi, Jo
Nicki, Fiona, Gen

Notes
1

Action
Catering for Sandhurst Diocese Catholic Ed. Committee.
- Agreed that the P & F do morning tea and lunch catering for the 13 people that
will attend
- Lunch order – bakery, turn on urn, set up tables
- Cake/ slice
- Fruit and cheese platter
- arrange food in the morning at school, supply hall with coffee, milk etc, cleanup assistance in the hall at school close

2

Regatta fundraiser, 24th March (Saturday)

Leo
Alana & Gen
Lauren
P & F members

- Discussed on-going management of the day/ planning tasks. Friday 23rd will be
food preparation, deliveries to kiosk

Alana

- Coffee assistance – Shania Anderson and Maddie Moore are interested, need
to confirm their availability by15th
- 8-10 helpers or more required for the day. Lauren to send home notes to
parents asking for help
- Key questions are still required to be answered by event organisers (Libby
Webster) i.e. coffee quantities, availability of grinder
- Lunch boxes – ask for quantities and confirmation from 1 school attending the
regatta day. P & F to make up on the prior Friday

Lauren
Alana

Lauren

- Menu discussed and approved/ set.

Lauren

- Food orders, other items

Janelle

- Cash float, via bank before the day
3

Mother’s Day stall
Discussed the viability of flowers after talking with a local florist for assistance.
Agreed that the only way to make it a success is to receive flower donations. No
real avenues for this.
Agreed instead that P & F would run a mother’s day stall at the Nagambie
market. Sugestions included:

Alana – register at
market

- asking for donation of pots, ceramic/ plastic, ribbon/ twine, potting mix, other
- collect offcuts/ succulents for kids to pot up.

Deb, via
newsletter

- support from art: picture frames kids can make to sell
- bath bombs – recipe (kids or P & F to make/ decorate)

Jo

- open to other suggestions

4

Spending
Discussed various options for spend of P & F funds for 2018. Discussion to
continue with input from staff

5

Science Day
Discussed option of science van again as per previous years. To enquire

6

Indigenous session/ family night
Date TBC

7

Leo

Leo

Working bee
Next Term – suggested date 29th (Sunday afternoon).
P & F to enquire about help from the CFA to make it a kid-friendly event in
attempt to get more helpers on board

8

Lauren

Next meeting:

Propose 3rd week back in Term 2: Thursday 3rd May, 9:00am

ALL welcome

Alana, via
newsletter

Our Year 5’s at the
kinder today

CHILDREN’S CHATTER MATTERS
In order to prepare for the language & learning demands of the
school environment, children need ample time and opportunity to
engage meaningful interactions with their family.
In each weekly newsletter this year, our school’s Speech Pathologist
will provide some “family friendly”, fun oral language tasks aimed to
enhance learning and literacy skills.
Ten activities will be provided each term focusing on key areas of oral language supporting literacy,
learning and socialising. Feel free to adjust these activities according to your child’s grade level.
The following link is to the most comprehensive website available that provides parents with
activities that are free, easily accessible and enjoyable. Each activity has been carefully selected to
reflect the highest quality, up-to-date research evidence on early literacy development. There is also
advice for parents who are concerned about their child’s reading and language development.
http://www.fivefromfive.org.au/parent-resources/

If you have any questions you can speak to Leo .

Good luck and most importantly, enjoy this very special time with your child.

7. Objective - The child will be able to identify and produce the last/end sound in words.
Activity Instructions – Adult to say the instruction e.g. Charlie, what is the last sound in the word ___?”
and the child to produce the last sound. Remember, we want the sound and not the letter name. “I spy a
word that ends with ….p = lamp”.
Examples of words might include: lamp, bright, sand, crank, pile, heap, clothes, garage, book, story, paper,
camera etc.
8. Objective - The child will be able to break down (segment) words into its sounds.
Activity Instructions – Adult to say the instruction e.g. “What sounds can you hear in the word ___?” and
the child says the correct number of sounds. For example; truck = 4 sounds, car = 2 sounds, biscuit = 6
sounds. Remember, we want the sounds and not the letter name/s. You could try a challenge each day and
see who is the first person to find 3 things with 4 sounds eg; post, school, trees.

Coles Sports for Schools is back to help Aussie kids stay fit and
healthy. When you shop at Coles, you'll receive Sports for Schools
vouchers that our school can exchange for sports gear. The more
vouchers we collect, the more sports gear we will receive. Start
collecting today because the race is on!

F/1/2/3 Swimming Program

ST. MALACHY’S MATTERS

Sunday 18 March, 2018

Nagambie Masses and Devotions
Sunday, 10.00am Mass (preceded by Rosary at 9:25am)
Monday: Rosary 11:00am
Lakeview Hostel on the fourth Wednesday of each month – Prayer Service at 2p.m.
Avenel Masses and Devotions
Saturday: Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy 3p.m.
Sunday: Mass at 6p.m. preceded by Rosary at 5.30p.m.
We pray for the sick especially: David Appleton, Neville Andrews, Pat Cahill, Frank Boyer, Julie
Baldwin (Jnr), Ted Palling, Joan Childs, Ron Hollaway, Maurita Cahill, Vicki Cooney, Mel Arnold
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur at this time, especially: Carole Saunders,
Peter Nolan, Gavin Vagg, Rhonda Moran, Nancy McKenzie, Avis Vallence,
Wednesday March 21st: Mass St Malachy’s at midday.
Stations of the Cross: Each Wednesday during Lent Stations of the Cross will be prayed at 5pm.
Project Compassion: Envelopes and boxes are available in the basket in front of the
Lectern. Please take one of whichever you prefer and return at the end of Lent. Thank you
Renewal Day: “The Apple of the Father’s Eye” presented by Maree Sobolewski on Saturday 24
March 2018 at the Monsignor Peter Jeffery Centre, St Brendan’s from 9.30am to 4.30pm. All
welcome
Celebration of Reconciliation for children – Wednesday 28 March 2018 at 6pm.
Choir Practice for Easter Services: After Mass all are welcome to stay for 15 minutes of
practice of the hymns for Easter.
Moreton Bay Fig Tree: Please do not park or walk under this tree. Branches may fall and we do
not wish anyone to be injured. Thank you.
We are a Child Safe Parish: all children, young persons and vulnerable adults visiting have a
right to feel safe and be safe. If you are concerned for any form of abuse that is immediate you
should call 000, a significant risk or harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on
reasonable grounds, you should immediately raise your concerns with the Child Safety Officer
for the Diocese 5441 2544 or the Parish Priest 5795 3048.
Collection/s: Two collections – please place envelopes in second collection. Thank you.
Children leaving the Church during Mass must be accompanied by an adult. Thank you
Welcomer

Sacristan
Deane

Altar
Setter
Alice

Readings
1&2
Wendy

Psalm/
Prayer
Rhonda

18/3
Eileen
25/3
Terry

Gifts
Jenny/Carol

Alice

Julie

Terry

Sue T

Celia/Loretta

Special
Ministers
Julie/Wendy/Deane
Hostel – Julie

Cleaning

Claire/Julie
Hostel – Julie

Deane/Marianna

Jeanette/Marisa

