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This week’s Sunday Mass Gospel is from Matthew’s Gospel and tells us the story of
Jesus healing the paralyzed man. He was bought to Jesus by his friends, whose belief
in Jesus was so strong. It is a challenge to us about how committed we are. Let us do
that something extra this next week of Lent.

‘For which
is easier, to
say “Your
sins are
forgiven” or
to say
“Arise and
walk.”
Matthew 9:5
St Joseph’s School is a Catholic Community in the Josephite tradition where we learn
and grow in the Spirit together.
St. Joseph’s School acknowledges the Taungurung people,
the traditional custodians of the land on which our school
is situated. We commit ourselves to actively work
alongside Aboriginal people for reconciliation and justice.

Welcome to Week 4

I thought I would share this photo of the early morning sunrise that I took yesterday morning, from my back
verandah. It was spectacular! Worth sharing I thought!
Thank you
Thank you to all the families who were able to attend our Open Night on Tuesday evening. We had a great
roll up and there was a positive vibe around the school. Thank you to all the staff for the work and preparation
they put into the evening and in particular to Tim for his preparation of the food and manning the BBQ. A
special thank you to Adam Thackeray for his cooking skills on the BBQ. With the newsletter, there is an
outline of what was presented on the evening.
Farewell
This week we farewell Finola Price from our Parish. Finola has been the go to person for the Parish for a
number of years. Yesterday at Mass we presented her with a card and flowers and wished her all the best with
her move to Kyabram.
P and F Working Bee - Note: Change of start time (11:00 a.m.) so as not to clash with Mass
You may have noticed in the P and F minutes that it was proposed that we have a Working Bee on Sunday
the 25th. The aim of this is to give our veggie garden and orchard a good clean up. If you are able to help
please come along with gloves and tools. We will now start at 11am and finish with a shared lunch. Bring
something along to share.
Swimming
Tomorrow Lara-Rae Berens, Hugh Murphy, Holly Boyer, Eoin Murphy, Luke Fox-Old and Caleb Close will
travel to Seymour to compete in the Division Swimming Competition. We wish them all the best.
Testing
Over the next 2 weeks Gen Stewart will be releasing the teachers so that they can conduct their start of year
testing. The students will be tested on their literacy skills and some in numeracy as well.

Assembly
Assembly next week, will be on Monday 26th February at 2.50 pm. We will hold assembly in the hall.
Working With Children Check
Thank you to all the parents who have obtained their Working With Children Check. We really value your
support in the classroom and with reading time, so we continue to encourage ALL of you, our parents and
friends, to get one, so that you can come in at any time and work within the classrooms. Remember, even if it
is helping with reading, lunch orders, excursions, etc. you need to have the working with children check, so
please apply for one. If you need assistance with this, then please see Janelle and she can show you how to
get started. We also need you to please come in and show Janelle when you have this check, and she can then
get a copy of it.
The Working With Children (WWC) Check is free for volunteers. We ask that all
parents/grandparents/friends/carers who assist at the school (or intend to in the future) apply for the WWC at
www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au or telephone the information line on 1300 652 879.
Prayers
Please let us know if there is someone we need to keep in our prayers.
Yours sincerely,

Leo Jones

Reminders for next week
Assembly at 2.50 p.m. Monday in the hall.
Parent information meeting for Reconciliation on Wednesday.
Year 5/6 Leaders day Wednesday.
St Joseph’s Calendar 2018
February
23rd Division Swimming Seymour.
25th Working Bee at 11am.
26th Megan at THRASS training.
27th Megan at THRASS training.
28th Year 6 Leaders Day.
28th Parent Faith Formation and Information session at 4:00 p.m. for Reconciliation.

March
5th Bridgette at PBIS day.
6th Bridgette at PD day.
7th Liz at REC day.
12th Labour Day Holiday.
21st Board meeting.
26th Teacher Advisory Meetings.8am to 7 pm.
29th Holy Thursday. Last day of term.
30th Good Friday.

April
1st Easter Sunday.
16th Start term 2. Pupil Free Staff Development day.

Reading
Gr. F/1/2 - importance of reading to your children and hearing them read each night. Share the reading sometimes you need to read to them. Make it an enjoyable experience. Ask about what they have read. Any
words that are a little tricky, we will write in the front of their home reading journal.
Gr.3/4 - all students need to read for 15-20 minutes. Grade 3 students need to record their reading in the hard
copy reading log, then transfer into online log. Grade four have an online log, which can be filled in at school
if the student’s do not have internet access at home.
Gr. 5/6 - online reading log. Reading at home for 15-20 minutes, reading aloud once a week. Parents to ask
questions about what they are reading to see if they are making sense of what they read eg. “What is happening
in the story?”, “Tell me about one of the characters?” etc.
We all love to have people come in and read each morning and value it, so please keep coming.
Maths/ Tables
From grade 2, children begin the process of learning tables and need to
know them. We will work on the 2, 5 & 10 times tables.
 Grade F & 1 need to learn the single digit addition facts and then reverse these to subtraction.
 Gr. 3 will add the 3, 4, 9 & 11 times tables to the 2, 5 & 10 ones from last year.
 Gr. 4 need to know all of their tables by the end of the year.
 Gr. 5/6 need to continue to practice all of their tables as they are essential for many maths topics and
make maths learning so much easier!
Homework – Gr. F/1/2 - focus on addition facts & tables & reading.
Gr. 3/4 –focusing on timetables and spelling words, which come from student’s writing. The
students can select the activity they wish to do each night. The students need to bring their
books to school each day as these words will be used as part of the Literacy block.
Gr. 5/6 – spelling words, times tables and another activity (THRaSS, maths, writing etc.).
All - Sometimes we will suggest tasks that can be completed at home or as a family to build
skills or to assist our Inquiry Units.
Writing – children are to get their ideas down. Make a piece flow. Have order. Follow a format. Write about
familiar topics leading to research to write about informational texts. We need to show a need for writing –
get children to assist with writing shopping lists, invites to events, thank you notes, etc. Be positive in our
approach. Draft leads to a final draft and that is when spelling is looked at.
Spelling – need to spell words that we want to write. Learn to listen to sounds they hear in words. Use THRaSS
chart as a tool to assist with spelling choices. Know the 100 most used words and lead to the 300 Common
Word List. Look at patterns in words and rhyming words. Brainstorm words for a topic. Have-a-go at words.
Look at tricky spelling patterns as words arise in their writing. Teach mnemonics, etc.
Communication
Please come in at any time to catch up with your child/ren’s teacher/s and ask any questions that you have.
We are happy to chat with you and value your input.

Classroom News - Term 1, Week 4
District Swimming
On Friday, the grade 5/6 students along with Brandon, Adam, Nathaniel, Deanna, Jordan, Eoin and Gabby
participated in the District Swimming Carnival in Euroa. The students were amazing, they did a fantastic job
in each of their events. They showed sportsmanship by encouraging each other and were on their best
behaviour. Well done to Lara-Rae, Hugh M and Holly for getting through to the next round in their individual
events. Well done to Eoin, Luke, Hugh M and Caleb for also getting through in their relay.
The Division Swimming Carnival will be held this Friday in Seymour. Good luck!
School Open Night
On Tuesday, we had our School Open Night. Thank you to those families who came and had a look around
our classrooms and at your child/ren’s work so far. We hope you enjoyed sharing your letters. A big thank
you to Tim for organising the event, and for the teachers who made the salads. Here’s to a great year!
Testing
This week, the teachers begin Literacy Testing. Gen will be relieving the teachers on these days. The schedule
is as follows:
21/2 - Megan
22/2 - Bridgette
28/2 - Liz
Kinder Visits
Today, we began our Kinder Visits for the year. The grade 6 students, along with Leo and Sam D, spent some
time in the ‘Fun Group’ room. Next week, it will be the grade 5’s turn.
“Never See a Need Without Doing Something About It”
Our school theme for this year is Mary MacKillop’s famous quote, “Never see a need without doing something
about it”. We have begun following our theme with the aim to raise money for those in need, starting with our
gold coin donations from Shrove Tuesday, which have raised funds for Caritas. The grade 6 students will be
asked to come up with some other fundraising ideas for this term. It would be great if you could also think
about and reinforce this quote in your homes.
Something New for Our Newsletter
We are thinking of adding a new segment to our newsletter. It will be called ‘Photo of the Week’. It will be
aimed at the students, with a favourite photo of their choice, that they have taken. We will create a folder and
a photo will be selected for the newsletter each week. So we look forward to seeing your favourite pics.
Have a great week everyone!
Liz, Bridgette, Megan, Sam D, Sam G, Sue, Chris & Tim.

James brought in his
diorama of animal habitats
of the world

Catholic Identity Report – by Liz Tang, REC.
We have all settled into the new school year and the children are establishing great routines. One of those
routines is beginning the day with reading. It has been great to see many parents come in and join in this
reading process. We welcome all parents and grandparents to join this program. The children are free to read
in any room and it can be the children reading to you or you reading to them.
We have continued to work on putting in place our PBIS values and the
children are responding well to our weekly focus. We thank them for
their positive contribution to building our school community.
As a school,
we have
elected a
theme that
we would
like to
follow
throughout
the year.
This theme is based on Mary MacKillop’s famous quote, “Never see a need without doing something about
it!” How can we follow this saying in our everyday lives?
We continue the Lenten season in the church
Our Project Compassion boxes for Caritas,
in the classrooms throughout Lent, so if your
to donate any of their pocket money to those
than we are, they may do so. Just before the
will count this money and send it off to this
aid agency. Let us remember to keep working
Lenten promises.

this week.
will remain
child wants
less fortunate
holidays we
worthwhile
on our

We have our first Sacrament preparation meeting this coming
Wednesday, the 28th March, at 4:00pm. This is a meeting for the
parents of children preparing for Reconciliation and will take place at
the school. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated on the
28th March.
We would like to say a huge thank you to Finola for all of
class and school Masses and with the Sacramental Program.
been tireless in her support of the children at St. Joseph’s,
quietly done things behind the scenes as well as working
children in small group sessions. We want to wish Finola and
their family all the best. We hope that they treat you well in
Finola will be sadly missed.

her work with
Finola has
and has
with the
Terry and
Kyabram.

Our Catholic Identity focus for next week is: Let us think, this week, about being a Catholic School.
We will reflect on what it means to be Catholic and learn that all Christians believe in the one God. We will
ask the children to explore the symbols that we see around our school that make us Catholic. We will work
together to grow in the understanding of our faith and in respecting each other’s beliefs.

Chaplains Corner
It was great to see so many people at the Open Classroom Night and there were many parents and students
who helped me out with the BBQ so thank you to those people!
This week I would like to focus on people with partners. When was the last time you and your partner went
out together? My wife and I have made an effort to spend one evening each week going out for dinner. This
gives us a chance to talk without being interrupted and to discuss all of the small conflicts that occur in the
business of life and just enjoy each other’s company.
I would encourage you to make time for each other. Find a baby sitter, put everything else aside and enjoy
each other’s company. Make a date night a regular part of your week - even if you have to give something
else up in order to make it happen. Maintaining a healthy marriage should be one of your top priorities!

Seasons for Growth Program
Change and loss are issues that affect all of us at some stage in our lives. At St Joseph’s Nagambie we
recognise that when changes occur in families through death, separation, divorce and related circumstances,
young people may benefit from learning how to manage these changes effectively. We are therefore offering
a very successful education program called Seasons for Growth which will commence later in Term 1. This
program is facilitated in small groups and is based on research which highlights the importance of social
support and the need the practise new skills to cope effectively with change and loss. The program focuses on
issues such as self-esteem, managing feelings, problem-solving, decision-making, effective communication
and support networks. Every family will receive a notice in the near future with more details about the Seasons
for Growth program. If you think your son or daughter would benefit from Seasons for Growth we would
encourage you to talk to him/her about participating in the program. St Joseph’s is pleased to be able to offer
this important program and we are confident that it will be a valuable learning experience for those who
request to be involved. If you require further information please contact Tim Ford at school or on 0429348500
or Leo at school.
From Tim

Student of the Week - T1, W4
Date: Monday, the 19th of February
F/1/2
Presented To: Rory Campbell McKay
For the amazing way he has settled into his first year of school and for the effort he has been
putting into his work. Well done.
Grade 3/4
Presented To: Eoin Murphy
For giving all learning tasks his very best, and attempting unfamiliar tasks. Great work!
Grade 5/6
Presented To: Aliza Thackeray
For the effort and enthusiasm she has shown towards her reading. Well done!

Happy birthday Bas and Lillie

ST. MALACHY’S MATTERS

Sunday 25th February, 2018
Nagambie Masses and Devotions
Sunday, 10.00am Mass (preceded by Rosary at 9:25am)
Monday: Rosary 11:00am
Lakeview Hostel on the fourth Wednesday of each month – Prayer Service at 2p.m.
Avenel Masses and Devotions
Mass at 6p.m. preceded by Rosary at 5.30p.m.

Sunday:

We pray for the sick especially: David Appleton, Neville Andrews, Pat Cahill, Frank Boyer, Julie
Baldwin (Jnr), Ted Palling, Joan Childs, Ron Hollaway, Maurita Cahill, Vicki Cooney,
We pray for those whose anniversaries occur at this time, especially: Sandra Higgins, Catherine
Flynn, Ellen O’Dea, Florence Maher, David Johnstone, David Sanderson, John Desmond O’Dwyer,
Jason Miller, Maxwell Hanley, Amy Eastwood, John Joseph Gleeson, Fr Brian O’Dwyer, Sr Mary
Griffiths, csb, Sime (Sam) Prkic, Colleen McRedmond.
Recent deaths: Steve Taylor
Wednesday February 28th: Mass St Malachy’s at midday.
Stations of the Cross: Each Wednesday during Lent Stations of the Cross will be prayed at 5pm.
Project Compassion: Envelopes and boxes are available in the basket in front of the Lectern. Please
take one of whichever you prefer and return at the end of Lent. Thank you.
World Day of Prayer Friday March 2nd: St Malachy’s is the Host church this year. Lunch in the
Hall following service.
Moreton Bay Fig Tree: Please do not park or walk under this tree. Branches may fall and we do not
wish anyone to be injured. Thank you.
We are a Child Safe Parish: all children, young persons and vulnerable adults visiting have a right to
feel safe and be safe. If you are concerned for any form of abuse that is immediate you should call
000, a significant risk or harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable grounds, you
should immediately raise your concerns with the Child Safety Officer for the Diocese 5441 2544 or
the Parish Priest 5795 3048.
Collection: Two collections – please place envelopes in second collection. Thank you.
Welcomer

Sacristan
Finola

Altar
Setter
Marianna

Readings
1&2
Sue T

Psalm/
Prayer
Alice

25/2 Terry

4/3 Jenny

Terry

Celia

Alice

Wendy

Gifts

Spec Ministers

Moz/
Mel

Wendy/Alice/
Deane
Hostel – Alice
RR/MM/Deane
Hostel – Deane

Terry/
Erica

Cleaning
Alice/
Jenny
Moz/Mel/Julie

Children leaving the Church during Mass must be accompanied by an adult. Thank you.

Each year, a key feature event for the Nagambie On Water Festival is the
fun and active Community Canoe Challenge.
In previous years, our committee have called upon sponsors of the festival and
members from the local community to compete in the canoe relay race as part
of the festival program entertainment.
The 3rd & 4th March 2018 is our 11th year, and we are aiming to make the event
bigger & better than previous years, inviting community groups to get involved
and teamed up early for the competitive but jovial water event activity.
A core intention for this event is to highlight the essential services offered in Nagambie. The committee is currently
in discussion with the Ambulance Victoria crew stationed in Nagambie, Victoria Police and various local CFA
members in the hope to boost an awareness of these organisations and have them involved with the activity,
creating some community fun for both the entrants and festival goers.
For the 2018 Costa Community Canoe Challenge, we are proposing teams of four participants register to compete in
a timed event to be held on 3rd March at 12:30pm from the boardwalk situated at Jacobson’s Outlook, below the
Black Caviar Statue.
The race will consist of two participants in the canoe, paddling around a short but designated course, returning to
the shore, where the interchange of the other two team members will occur. The event is timed, and the top teams
race off for “Winner” status.
The Community Canoe Challenge is intended to be a fun event for all, participants & spectators alike.
Please contact Claire Sampson, 0412 316 630, if you are interested in registering.
The number of participants will be limited, so please register or submit your expression of interest as soon as you
can.
Claire Sampson, Canoe Challenge Organiser, Committee member NOW

Jordan showing some karate poses and
Eoin & Gabby playing bocce at the Planned
Activity Group in the Hall

Conveyance Allowance
Families in rural and regional Victoria can get help with the cost of transporting their children to their
nearest school or campus. This is known as the conveyance allowance.
The conveyance allowance is available to students travelling by:


public transport



private car



private bus



or to students whose nearest school is not serviced by a free school bus.

The conveyance allowance is a contribution towards transport costs and is not intended to cover the full
cost of transporting children to and from school.
Who can apply
The conveyance allowance is available to families who meet certain criteria.
Students attending a school must:


attend their nearest government or non-government school/campus appropriate to their year level at
which admission is permissible



be enrolled at a school/campus outside Melbourne’s metropolitan conveyance boundary



reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from that school/campus attended



be of school age (5 to 18 years old at time of application) and reside in Victoria.
Apply for the allowance

Families can complete an application form and submit it to their school.
Payment amounts
Depending on how a student travels to school, an eligible student may be granted a conveyance allowance
based on:


the least expensive public transport fares and/or



a distance based allowance when travel is by private car and/or private bus.

Open Night 2018

Grade 6’s at the Kinder

